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Shevchenko presents 
his credentials 


(UkrNews)—Andriy Shev- 
chenko, Ambassador of Ukraine to 
Canada presented the letters of cre- 
dence to Governor General David 


Tohnston at a formal ceremony in 


Kideau ball, Dec. 14. 

“Ambassador Shevchenko, as 
a former journalist, you know the 
importance of free and open com- 
munication,” said Johnston. 

“In Canada, I know that you'll 
find like-minded people who re- 
spect the freedom of speech and 
press that are the bedrock of our 
societies. I also understand this is 
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your first posting abroad. І hope 
youll take advantage of being in 
Ottawa, surrounded by an experi- 
enced diplomatic corps, to acclim- 
ate to your new role. 

“Ukraine and Canada are close 
partners and friends, and we con- 
tinue to offer development assist- 
ance on many different levels. We're 
also looking at ways to increase 
our growing commercial геіа- 
tions. These are being strengthened 
through high-level visits between 
our countries and through the large 
Ukrainian-Canadian community in 
Canada. This community — over a 
million strong — is a powerful voice 
for unity and friendship between our 
nations. I know that they will be ex- 
cited to welcome you here and to 
speak with you about the best way 
to expand on our existing ties,” he 
added. 

“I am very honoured to Бе ap- 
pointed Ukraine’s Ambassador 
to Canada” stated Ambassador 
Shevchenko. “Canada is one of 
Ukraine’s greatest friends in the 
international community and I 
look forward to working towards 
deepening the bilateral cooper- 
ation and trade relations between 
our two countries.” 

“On behalf of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community, | welcome 
Ambassador Shevchenko to Can- 
ada and congratulate him on his 
appointment,” stated Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress President Paul 
Grod. “I have known Ambassador 
Shevchenko for many years in his 
capacity as a journalist, parliamen- 
tarian and civic activist and am 
confident that he will exercise his 
functions professionally and ca- 
pably.” 

After the official part, the Am- 
bassador had a tete-a-tete conver- 
sation with Johnston during which 
they discussed the issues of further 
development of fruitful bilateral 
cooperation. The Ambassador 
thanked the Canadian people for 
their invaluable and timely support 
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The Nursing Madonna, 
15th Century Icon 


Christ is Born! 


Let us Glorify Him! 
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Радісних Різдвяних Свят ma Щастя i 
Кріпкого Здоров'я в Новому Році бажає 
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Найкращі побажання 
з нагоди Різдва Христового 
та Нового Року! 
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УКРАЇНСЬКЕ НАЦІОНАЛЬНЕ 
ОБ'ЄДНАННЯ КАНАДИ 


Відділ в Едмонтоні 


УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ДРАМАТИЧНИЙ 
ТЕАТР "СУЗІР'Я" 


УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ МУЗИЧНИЙ 
АНСАМБЛЬ "РУТА" 
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Керівник НАТО пообіцяв продовжувати 
двосторонню співпрацю з Україною 


(Голос Америки) -Американсь- 
кий уряд продовжить допомагати 
Україні реформувати аграрний 
сектор. Про це «Голосу Америки» 
повідомив директор місії Агент- 
ства США з міжнародного розвит- 
ку (USAID) Джед Бартон. Фокус - 
на програмах зрошення земель та 
підтримці дрібних фермерських 
господарств. 

За п'ять років існування про- 
грами  «Агроїнвест», яку в 
Україні фінансує американський 
уряд, десятки пілотних проектів 
показали виробникам, як вихо- 
дити на нові ринки і добиватися 
комерційного успіху. 

Забуті рецепти народної кухні 
збирає по селах Вінниччини 
Асоціація традиційних продуктів 
з проекту «Агроїнвест». Органі- 
зація відкриває | ресторани, 
щоб дрібний виробник пере- 
творив національні страви на 
комерційно успішний бренд. 


А от прикарпатський  коо0- 
ператив  «Липівський»  об'єд- 
нує півтори сотні селян-одно- 


осібників. «Агроїнвест» допоміг 
їм з технікою, і тепер продукція 
має товарний вигляд і краще 
продається. 

«Ми вирощуємо екологічно 
чисту та натуральну продукцію. 
Ми порахували, десь на 25% 
прибутки | підвищились»,  - 
розповідає голова кооперативу 
«Липівський» Василь Савіцький. 

За 5 років діяльності в Україні 
проект «Агроїнвест» допоміг 
стати на ноги ягідному коопера- 
тиву на Тернопільщині, сімейній 
кролефермі у Черкасах, ферме- 
рам, які вирощують соняшник у 
Харківській області. 

Фінансована американсь- 
ким урядом програма зосере- 
дилась на розвитку малого та 
середнього фермерства. Саме 


ОРГАНІЗАЦІЯ УКРАЇНОК КАНАДИ 
ІМ. ОЛЬГИ БАСАРАБ 


Відділ в Едмонтоні 


МОЛОДЬ УКРАЇНСЬКОГО 
НАЦІОНАЛЬНОГО ОБ'ЄДНАННЯ 


УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ТЕАТР-СТУДІЯ 
"ДЖЕРЕЛО" 


З РІЗДЕОМ XPHCTORNA 
Та HORNA POKOM ! 


Щирі побажання міцного здоров'я, щастя, 


чистої води в криниці, в полі пшениці, 
хліба-солі на столі і погоди не душі! ! 


Президент України Петро Порошенко (ліворуч) та генеральний 
секретар НАТО Єнс Столтенберг у штаб- Б ЛО НАТО 


дрібним еілеровизиробаннам зростання. ‘Ane потенціал далі 
допомагали вийти на кредитні залишається нерозкритим, і ще 
спілки, отримати елітні сорти багато треба зробити. І оскільки 
насіння, вчили, як вести бізнес. потенціал такий великий, а пар- 
Американці вірять, що майбутнє тнерство з українським урядом 
українського агросектора - зане- складається дуже успішно, то ми 
великими господарствами. i далі будемо працювати в аграр- 
«Найбільш вагомо для мене — ному секторі України». 
робота з виробниками i коопера- | Як наголошує керівник USAID, 
тивами, щоб допомогти їм вийти завершення проекту «Агроїнвест» 
на нові ринки продовольства на не означає, що Сполучені Шта- 
місцевому і міжнародному рівні. ти не допомагатимуть реформу- 
Розробити для них необхідні си- вати сільгоспсектор. Українські 
стеми сертифікації, щоб вони урядовці підтверджують 
могли потрапити на ці рин- зацікавлення. 
ки. Йдеться про відповідність «Найголовніше те, що ми не 
європейським стандартам без- бачимо зараз підстав для завер- 
пеки та якості продукції», - шення цього проекту. Нам така 
розповідає керівник - проекту співпраця потрібна, подобається, 
«Агроїнвест» Ерік Блайх. вона є необхідною для України. 
Водночас, директор місії Потрібно сідати і спільно роз- 
USAID Джед Бартон зауважує: робляти наступну дорожну кар- 
«Я дуже пишаюся результа- ту на два роки, три роки, п'ять 
том. Ми бачимо прогрес у років, тому що багато що є робити 
виробництві продукції сільського спільно далі», - зазначив міністр 
господарства: за той час, що ми аграрної політики та продоволь- 
тут працюємо, є кількаразове ства України Олексій Павленко. 


Виявлено архів Януковича 


Людмила Ваннек, Радіо Свобода 

Архів документів «сім'ї» екс-президента Януковича виявили 
внаслідок тривалої спецоперації у Києві. Про це повідомив на 
засіданні уряду в середу міністр внутрішніх справ Арсен Аваков. 
Ця операція, за його словами, була проведена оперативниками 
національної поліції разом із оперативниками державної фіскальної 
служби та за підтримки Генпрокуратури. 

Щоб дізнатись більше подробиць, Радіо Свобода звернулось до 
керівника Департаменту комунікації МВС Артема Шевченка, який 
розповів, що один із етапів операції був проведений у вівторок, 
«коли на одній з адрес, скажімо так, приватних квартир столиці, 
було вилучено цілу низку різних документів та речових доказів, які 
можна назвати архівом Януковича». 

- А чому саме зараз проводили таку операцію? Адже від часу 
втечі Віктора Януковича минуло вже майже 2 роки? 

- Операцію проводили і раніше. Зараз з'явилася достатня база для 
того, щоб прозвітувати. Тобто оперативна робота передбачає збір 
інформації і потім її реалізацію. Ось учора (15 грудня - ред.) була 
проведена ключова реалізація. Тобто обшуки і фізичне знаходження, 
i вилучення великої кількості документів, які мають суттєве 
значення для слідства. Саме тому сьогодні з'явилася можливість 
розповісти про це і поділитися з суспільством. А робота оперативна 
проводилася і раніше. 

— А які конкретно суттєво важливі документи там знайшли? 

— Це банківські документи, які, за версією слідства, свідчать про 
схеми, за якими здійснювалося розкрадання бюджетних коштів. 
Особисті документи колишнього президента, документація в 
оригіналах на нерухомість, оригінали документів на «Межигір'я», 
квартиру на Оболонській набережній, яка була зареєстрована за 
екс-головою держави, земельні ділянки, печатки більше ніж трьох 
десятків офшорних фірм, усі документи на компанію «МАКО 
Холдинг». «МАКО Холдинг», як відомо, це компанія сина екс- 
президента - Олександра Януковича, яка була залучена у масштабні 
фінансові схеми розкрадання державного майна 1 фінансових 
потоків. Це суттєвий компонент в розслідуванні злочинів, які 
були скоєні діячами минулого режиму. Тобто це справжня реальна 
знахідка, яка стала реальним результатом великої оперативної 
роботи. Вона має суттєве значення для подальшого слідства і його 
результатів. 

- Тобто ця знахідка, на Вашу 
процес? 2 З 

- Саме тому, що процес не стояв на місці і проводилися оперативні 
дії з документуванням, розслідуванням цілої низки злочинів, і вчора 
був досягнутий цей результат. Але цей результат суттєвий. Він надає, 
скажімо так, слідству нового поштовху. Тобто ми знайшли те, що довго 
шукали. Ну скажімо так: те, що має суттєве значення для слідства. 


думку, може зрушити з місця цей 
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UCC welcomes Memorial 


to Victims of Communism 
But Bezan blasts announced cuts in funding 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) has 
welcomed the announcement on 
Dec. 17 by the Government of 
Canada to move forward with the 
Memorial to the Victims of Com- 
munism in Ottawa’s Parliamentary 
precinct. 

Canada’s Minister of Canadian 
Heritage, Mélanie Joly announced 
at a news conference in Ottawa 
today that the Government of Can- 
ada is moving forward with plans 
to erect a Memorial to the Victims 
of Communism in Ottawa’s Parlia- 
mentary precinct. In addition, Can- 
ada will provide matched funds to 
the project of up to $1.5 million. A 
new call for proposals and public 
consultation process will be put in 
place. 

“The Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity welcomes this announce- 
ment that the memory of the victims 
of Lenin, Stalin, Mao and countless 
other communist dictators will be 
hallowed and memorialized in 
Canada’s capital,” stated UCC 
National President Paul Grod. “I 
had the opportunity to discuss the 
Holodomor which saw millions of 
Ukrainians starved to death by the 
Soviet Communist regime in 1932- 
33 last week. It is very important 
that Canada remembers the vic- 
tims of communist terror, and that 
our children may learn the lessons 
of history so that these crimes are 
never committed again.” 


During the federal election cam- 
paign Prime Minister Trudeau re- 


sponded to a UCC questionnaire 


stating, “we firmly believe this 
monument must be built, a Liberal 
government will work to ensure 
the location of such a monument 
reflects adequate consultation and 
community consensus so Canada 
can honour the victims of com- 
munism in a respectful manner.” 

“Nearly one quarter of Can- 
adians trace their roots to countries 
that were oppressed by commun- 
ist regimes, and many escaped to- 
talitarianism to come to Canada,” 
said UCC Executive Director Taras 
Zalusky. “By moving forward with 
the memorial in this prestigious 
location in the Parliamentary pre- 
cinct, generations of Canadians 
will learn their stories and Can- 
ada’s legacy as a land of refuge and 
freedom, which is an essential part 
of Canada’s history.” 

But Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman 
MP James Bezan and Official Op- 
position Defence Critic blasted the 
recent decision to cut funding to 
$1.5 million. 

“For several years, the organ- 
ization Tribute to Liberty (TTL), 
has been working with municipal 
governments, community and pri- 
vate organizations to determine an 
appropriate design, size and loca- 
tion for the monument. After many 
rounds of revisions, a design and 
location had already been decided 
upon. The Trudeau government’s 
plan will now further delay the con- 
struction and reduces the amount 


of federal funding available.” said 
in a statement issued Dec. 21. 


“Our Conservative government 


Shevchenko presents 
his credentials 
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to Ukraine in the face of continuing 
Russian aggression. 

A seasoned journalist, he was 
one of the founders of Sth Chan- 
nel, the first 24/7 news channel in 
Ukraine, and was a face of the Or- 
ange Revolution for TV-audience. 
Prior to that, Shevchenko was a 
leader of the journalists’ movement 
against censorship. In 2002 he be- 
came the first chairman of Kyiv 
Independent Media Union. In 2005 
he received the Press Freedom 
Award from ‘Reporters Without 
Borders’ (Vienna). 

Shevchenko won seats in the Par- 
liament in 2006, 2007, 2012 with 
Yulia Tymoshenko’s party "Ваї- 
kivshchyna’. In 2006-12 he served 
as the Chairman of the Free Speech 
Committee, youngest ever Com- 
mittee Chairman of the Ukrainian 
Parliament. In 2012-14 he served 
as the 1st Deputy Chairman of the 
Human Rights Committee. Shev- 
chenko.is the author of the Law on 
Access to Information. 

Shevchenko was an active par- 
ticipant of the EuroMaidan protests 
in 2013-2014 in Ukraine. 

He graduated from Kyiv Shev- 
chenko University (1999). Yale 
World Fellow (2008), Draper Hills 
Fellow at Stanford (2009), John 

Smith Fellow (2013). 

In June 2015 he was appointed 
the Chief of Party of the USAID 
RADA Program. 


During his student years (1994 
— 1999) Shevchenko contributed 
articles for Ukrainian News and 
has included that in his resume. 

Ukrainian News _ relationship 
with Shevchenko and his family 
dates back to 1991 when, in the 
Spring of that year, Ukrainian 
News Editor Marco Levytsky was 
sent to Kyiv to deliver Macintosh 
computers that had been purchased 
for the Kyiv regional Rukh move- 
ment by the Alberta Friends of 
Rukh and to show the journalists 
at the local Rukh newspaper “Za 
Kyivs’kym Chasom” (By Kyiv 
Time) how to use them. 

Since the Ukrainian Professional 
and Business Association of To- 
ronto was sponsoring an internship 
program for Ukrainians in Canada, 
Levytsky asked them if he could 
bring back one of the journalists 
from “Za Kyivs’kym Chasom” 
back to Edmonton to learn how 
to use the computers at Ukrainian 
News, with the Alberta Friends of 
Rukh covering transportation from 
Toronto to Edmonton. 

Both organizations agreed and 
Levytsky chose Andriy’s father, 
Vitaliy Shevchenko to come to Ed- 
monton where he worked for six 
weeks at Ukrainian News. 

Upon his return to Kyiv, Vitaliy 
Shevchenko served as Kyiv Bur- 
eau Chief for several years. He also 
served as deputy in the Verkhovna 
Rada from the Rukh Party between 

1994 and 2002. 


allocated $5.5 million for this 
project; the Liberals have cut this 
budget down to $1.5 million. Herit- 
age Minister Mélanie Joly also an- 
nounced the government will re- 
launch consultations to review the 
design considerations, further de- 
laying the project. She also unilat- 
eral decided where the monument 
would be relocated without any 
consideration 

“Minister Joly claims she wanted 
to make this process non-partisan. 
But it is the Liberal government 
who have made this political and 
allowed their partisan interests to 
take priority over the significance 
of The Memorial to Victims of 
Communism — Canada a Land of 
Refuge. This is an insult to TTL 
who have worked across party lines 
and with numerous communities 
across Canada to come-up with the 
original concept and location,” he 
added. 

“Josef Stalin said that ‘the death 
of one man is a tragedy, but the 
death of a million is a statistic.’ The 
Memorial to the Victims of Com- 
munism will serve as a reminder to 
all Canadians that glorifying Com- 
munist symbols insults the memory 
of these victims, and that we must 
never take for granted our core val- 
ues of freedom, democracy, human 
rights and the rule of law. 

“Tt is extremely important that 
the commitment to build the monu- 
ment is fulfilled so we can remem- 
ber the victims, honour the surviv- 
ors and families of the victims of 
Communism, and ensure that Stal- 
in was wrong,” concluded Bezan. 


Canada announces 
funding to increase 
Canada-Ukraine trade 


(UkrNews)—Chrystia Freeland, 
Minister of International Trade, 
together with Marie-Claude Bi- 
beau, Minister of International De- 
velopment and La Francophonie, 
on Dec. 17 announced funding to 
increase trade and investment be- 
tween Canada and Ukraine that 
will help small and medium-sized 
enterprises in Ukraine access Can- 
adian and global markets. Canada 
will contribute $13.6 million to 
the Canada-Ukraine Trade and In- 
vestment Support project between 
2016 and 2021. 

Freeland made the announcement 
following her meeting with Nataliya 
Mykolska, Deputy Minister of Eco- 
nomic Development and Trade, 
Trade Representative of Ukraine, on 
the margins of the World Trade Or- 
ganization’s 10th Ministerial Con- 
ference in Nairobi, Kenya. 

The Government of Canada is 
partnering with the Conference 


Board of Canada and the Canada- - 


Ukraine Chamber of Commerce to 
deliver the Canada-Ukraine Trade 
and Investment Support project. 
The project will equip small and 
medium-sized enterprises, particu- 
larly those led by women, with the 
tools, training and knowledge neces- 
sary to export their products and ser- 
vices to Canadian and other markets 
and to attract Canadian investment 
to expand their businesses. 

The project will also help the 
Ukrainian government develop 
investment attraction and diversifi- 
cation strategies and conduct mar- 
ket research to facilitate increased 
trade and investment between Can- 
ada and Ukraine. In addition, Can- 
ada will provide technical assist- 
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ance to help Ukraine’s public and 
private sectors identify and take 
advantage of new trade opportun- 
ities resulting from the implemen- 
tation of the Canada-Ukraine Free 
Trade Agreement (CUFTA). 

“Canada is committed to sup- 
porting Ukraine’s government and 
private sector to take advantage 
of new trade opportunities aris- 
ing from implementation of the 
Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agree- 
ment. By bolstering the growth and 
competitiveness of Ukraine’s small 
and medium-sized businesses, we 
are building mutual prosperity for 
both our countries,” said Freeland. 

“Canada is committed to pro- 
moting inclusive sustainable eco- 
nomic growth in Ukraine. By 
increasing trade and investment 
for Ukrainian businesses, we are 
helping to improve the lives of the 
country’s poorest and most vulner- 
able people,’ added Bibeau. 

In 2015, Canada and Ukraine an- 
nounced the conclusion of Canada- 
Ukraine Free Trade Agreement 
(CUFTA) negotiations. Once it 
comes into force, the CUFTA will 
create new opportunities for Can- 
adian and Ukrainian businesses. 

The CUFTA will support the 
economic reform and develop- 
ment efforts of the Government of 
Ukraine, strengthen the Canada- 
Ukraine partnership for peace and 
prosperity and help pave the way 
for long-term security, stability and 
broad-based economic develop- 
ment in Ukraine. 

In 2014, bilateral merchandise 
trade between Canada and Ukraine 
was valued at approximately $244 
million. 
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Warmest wishes for a the holidays 
and Merry Christmas from 
M.P. Randy Boissonnault (Edmonton Centre). 


М.Р. Borys Wrzesnewskyj being sworn in at Parliament, with 
wife Lina Fedko and children Viktoria and Felix. Lina’s outfit 
features 18th Century Borschivska embroidery. 
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Wrzesnewskyj commemorates 
Holodomor in Farliament 


(UkrNews)—December 8 Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj, M.P. (Etobicoke 
Centre) delivered his first state- 
ment since returning to the House 
of Commons following his re- 
election, Oct. 19 and made the 
Holodomor his focus of attention. 


“Mr. Speaker, today marks 
the 82nd anniversary of the 
Holodomor, the famine geno- 


cide of 1932-33, when Stalin put 
in place an evil master plan for 
Ukrainians,” he stated. 

“Behind barbed wire, Ukraine 
became a Hell on earth. Her lush 
countryside denuded of leaves and 
grasses as people ate anything that 
grew. It became a land where no 
fields rustled and no birds sang, 
where the deathly silence in villa- 
ges was only broken by the sounds 
of wagons picking up the dead. 
One by one, thousand after thou- 
sand, million after million laid their 
skin and bone bodies down onto 
Ukraine’s fertile black soil and be- 
came one with their land. 

“Today, hybrid military inva- 
sions and annexation has been vis- 
ited upon these same lands. Thou- 
sands have died standing against 
this new Kremlin evil. We say for 
them, Slava Ukraini. 

“To the millions of victims of the 
Holodomor, let us make a pledge 
of two simple words, Bil’sh nikoly, 
never again. 

The Minister of Employment, 
Workforce Development and 
Labour, MaryAnn Mihychuk later 
officially launched the Holodomor 
National Awareness Tour with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony at the 
Centennial Flame on Parliament 
Hill. Minister Mihychuk was joined 
by Liberal Members of Parliament 
Wrzesnewskyj, Ahmed Hussein, 
James Maloney, Sven Spengeman, 
Julie Dzerowicz, as well as other 
Members of Parliament, including 
Conservatives Jason Kenney and 
James Bezan. 

Wrzesnewskyj and his fellow 
parliamentarians boarded the 
Holodomor Mobile Classroom and 
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Borys Wrzesnewskyj, M.P. (Etobicoke Centre) delivering his Statement in 
the House of Commons of Canada 


watched the moving educational 
video that is being used to teach 
students throughout Canada about 
the Stalin-initiated famine geno- 
cide of 1932 to 1933. 

Later Wrzesnewskyj was the Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies for the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress’ Memorial Ser- 
vice in the House Speaker’s Cham- 
bers. The following parliamentarians 
addressed the gathering of M.P.’s 
and members of Ottawa’s Ukrain- 
ian Canadian community:-Canadian 
Heritage Minister Mélanie Joly, 
International Trade Minister Chrys- 
tia Freeland, Interim Official Oppos- 
ition Leader Rona Ambrose, Leader 
of the NDP Tom Mulcair, Em- 
bassy of Ukraine in Canada Chargé 
d’affaires Marko Shevchenko, and 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress Na- 
tional President Paul Grod. Memor- 
ial prayers were led by led by Rev. 
Fr. Ihor Okhrimtchouk and Rey. Fr. 
Peter Galadza. 

“This week we memorial- 
ized the 82nd anniversary of the 
Holodomor, the famine-genocide 
of Ukraine’s rural population in 
1932-33. During these years, Stalin 
and his Kremlin apparatchiks put 
in place an evil master plan for 
Ukrainians. As millions starved to 
death through a politically planned 


famine genocide in the very bread- 
basket of Europe, Stalin was ex- 
porting millions of tons of grains 
from Ukraine’s fertile lands to 
Western markets. Stalin’s march 
toward empire was fed by the 
corpses of millions of Ukrainians, 
and the appeasement of world lead- 
ers unwilling to face down evil.” 

“Apart from a handful of brave 
politicians and journalists, the West 
largely turned its gaze away while 
eating the bounty, the bread, from 
these starving lands. As we memor- 
ialize the Holodomor, let us not lose 
sight that today a new evil has once 
again been visited upon these same 
lands. Once again, the Kremlin is 
intent on rebuilding empire. Thou- 
sands have laid down their lives. 
Stalin used Potemkin villages and 
journalists such as Durante; today 
Putin uses hybrid warfare and little 
green men; RTV international and 
internet trolls.” 

“To the millions of innocent vic- 
tims of the Holodomor from hu- 
manity’s tragic past, let us make a 
pledge of two simple words: БІЛЬШ 
НІКОЛИ! NEVER AGAIN! And to 
the thousands who have died during 
Russia’s invasions of Ukraine during 
these past 2 years, we pledge "Мо 
Appeasement’.” 


Deputy attacks Yatsenyuk 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—A fight broke out among deputies belonging 
to Ukraine’s ruling coalition after a lawmaker tried to remoye Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk from the podium as he spoke to parliament. 
Yatsenyuk was defending his government’s record when lawmaker Oleh 
Barna — a member of President Petro Poroshenko’s political party — 
tried to give the prime minister a bouquet of roses. 

He then grabbed Yatsenyuk around the waist and lifted him up before 
other deputies came and forced Barna to release him. 

Several lawmakers then scuffled with each other and threw some 
punches for several minutes before order was restored. 

Support for Yatsenyuk has fallen dramatically in the past year as his 
government has passed austerity measures and other economic reforms. 

Yatseniuk, 41, took office exactly one year ago in an agreement that 
gave his government immunity from being sacked. 

He told lawmakers he would not “cling to his chair” as prime minister 
and would accept a parliament vote to dismiss him if that was the result 


of a confidence vote. 


Ukraine must still pass laws on critical tax and budget bills as well 
as on judicial issues in order to receive some $4 billion in international 


loans. 


Brawls are a common occurrence in Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada. 
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Last-ditch talks with Russia fail 
to resolve impasse over trade 


(RFE/RL)—Last-ditch negotia- 
tions aimed at addressing Russia’s 
concerns about a free-trade agree- 
ment between the European Union 
and Ukraine ended without result 
Dec. 21. 

EU Trade Commissioner Ceci- 
lia Malmstroem said the landmark 
trade agreement will go into force 
as planned on January | after three- 
way talks failed to reach a break- 
through at a daylong meeting in 
Brussels. 

The trade deal has been at the 
heart of a battle for influence be- 
tween Brussels and Moscow in 
Ukraine, and played a role in trig- 
gering Kyiv’s conflict with Rus- 
sian-backed separatists in the east. 

Moscow claims the trade accord 
undermines its economic interests 
in Ukraine, a former Soviet-era 
satellite, and will allow a flood of 
cheap EU products into Ukraine 
that could eventually make their 
way onto the Russia market unless 
they are barred or taxed heavily. 

With that in mind, Russia on 
December 21 announced a ban on 
food imports from Ukraine starting 
next year, which Ukraine estimated 
would cause about $600 million in 
economic losses. 

Russian Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedey said Ukraine cannot 
take part in two free-trade zones, 
one with Europe and the other with 
Russia. Moreover, he declared that 
neither Ukraine nor the EU were 


prepared to agree to Russia’s de- 
mand for a legally binding agree- 
ment taking into account Russia’s 
trade interests. 

Malmstroem blamed Russia for 
the collapse of the negotiations, 
which had gone on for 18 months, 
saying Moscow failed to show the 
“flexibility” needed to reach a deal 
despite agreement in several “tech- 
nical” areas that could have formed 
the foundation for a deal. 

Malmstroem said she had “been 
very open to listening to concerns 
from Russia” at her meeting with 
Russian Economic Development 
Minister Aleksei Ulyukayev and 
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Pavlo 
Klimkin in Brussels. 

“We were quite close in finding 
some of the practical solutions, and 
I think had there been a will, we 
would have been able to do that,” 
she said. 

“However, today there was not 
enough flexibility from the Russian 
side to do that,” she said. “There 
was no agreement, so this exercise 
is now over.” 

Charging that some of the con- 
cerns brought forward by Russia 
were not “real,” Malmstroem said 
the EU was “surprised” by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s decision 
last week to end his country’s free- 
trade zone with Ukraine, arguing 
that it went against the spirit of the 
Minsk peace deal forged earlier this 
year between Russia and Ukraine 


over the conflict in the east. 

Malmstroem said that while 
Russia’s sanctions against Ukraine 
will be “painful,” the impact will 
be limited since trade between 
Ukraine and Russia has already 
fallen dramatically. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko said during a visit to Brus- 
sels the previous week that his 
country is ready to pay the price 
of Russian trade retaliation “for 
our freedom and for our European 
choice.” 

Earlier on December 16, Ukrain- 
ian Prime Minister Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk said Kyiv would suspend 
trade with Russian-occupied Cri- 
mea by January 15. 

Yatsenyuk said Ukraine’s cabinet 
had decided that “the supplying of 
goods, work, and services to Crimea 
and from Crimea” will be banned. 

The only exceptions, he said, 
would be “personal items, socially 
important foods, and humanitarian 
aid.” 

Yatsenyuk said the restoration of 
electricity supplied to Crimea was 
a separate issue that could only be 
decided by Ukraine’s Security and 
Defense Council. 

Crimea is suffering long black- 
outs after pylons that supplied the 
peninsula were blown up by un- 
known people in November. 

The issue has caused a crisis in 
Crimea and has worsened Ukrain- 
jan-Russian tensions. 


EU extends sanctions against Russia 


By Allison Quinn, Kyiv Post 

Yhe European Council on Dec. 
21 announced its decision to extend 
economic sanctions against Russia 
for another six months, as fighting 
in Ukraine’s east picked up again 
with 57 attacks over 24 hours. 

The sanctions, imposed over 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea and 
its actions in the Donbas, will now 
be in effect until July 31, 2016, at 
which point they may once again 
be prolonged. 

While Italy had delayed the de- 
cision to extend sanctions over 
disagreements with Germany, it 
was ultimately decided that the 
measures are necessary, given that 
the Minsk agreements have not yet 
been fulfilled — and they will expire 
on Dee. 31. 

Fighting in Ukraine’s east de- 
clined drastically after another 
ceasefire was declared on Sept. 
1, but recent weeks have seen an 
uptick in fighting. On Dec. 21, 
Ukrainian officials said they had 
recorded 57 attacks on Ukrainian 
forces by separatists in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Despite speculation in recent 


weeks that the sanctions may be 
dropped in light of the need for 
international unity in fighting ter- 
rorism — an area in which Russia 
has sought closer ties with the West 
— sanctions were seen as the only 
way to prevent the peace deal with 
Ukraine from falling apart. 

While the Kremlin has yet to 
comment on the extension, Russian 
state-run media took the opportun- 
ity to lash out at Ukraine, accusing 
Kyiv of breaking the Minsk agree- 
ments. 

“Noone Knows Why, but EU 
Extends Anti-Russia Sanctions for 
Six Months” (sic), read a headline 
on Sputnik International, Russia’s 
state-run, an aggressively anti- 
Western media outlet. 

While the Kremlin has most- 
ly played down the effect of the 
sanctions, the Russian economy 
has nosedived since the sanctions 
took effect, with the damage made 
worse by low oil prices. Russia’s 
economy was expected to shrink 
by between 3 percent and 5 percent 
this year, the most since Putin took 
office. 

Russian 


Economic Minister 


Human rights violations rampant in Crimea 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian activists say human rights violations are rampant 
in Crimea, the Russian-annexed peninsula of Ukraine, including people be- 
ing forced to acquire Russian citizenship and intimidation of nationalists. 

Activists spoke December 11 at a meeting of the U.S. Helsinki Com- 
mission, a U.S. government agency that monitors international adherence 
to the 1975 Helsinki Accords on human rights. 

“The practice of human rights in occupied Crimea is dire and continues 
to deteriorate,“ said Ivanna Bilych, a Ukrainian lawyer and опе of several 
authors of a report documenting problems on the Black Sea peninsula. 

Russia annexed Crimea in March 2014, several weeks after long- 
running protests in the Ukrainian capital Kyiv turned violent and forced 
President Viktor Yanukovych to flee. 

Bodhan Yaremenko, a former diplomat, called on the international 
community to keep in place the economic sanctions imposed by the 
United States and Europe on Russia after the annexation. 

Andriy Klymenko, a former economist and editor-in-chief of website 
Black Sea News, said authorities have been quick to tamp down any 


signs of Ukrainian nationalism. 


Alexei Ulyukayey, however, said 
earlier that an extension of the 
sanctions was expected and would 
therefore have no impact on the 


Russian economy. 
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Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal 
and respectful way, please call us. 
* Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 
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Putin’s Trump card 


As the U.S. Presidential election race heats up, we are beginning to see a 
love fest emerging between two seemingly unlikely soul mates — Russian 
dictator Vladimir Putin and Donald Trump, the current front-runner for 
the Republicans —a party which has historically taken a hard line towards 
Russian aggression and whose congressional leaders have been sharply 
critical of U.S. President Barak Obama’s perceived weakness in standing 
up to Moscow. 

While other Republican candidates have described Putin as a “bully”, 
“thug” and “gangster”, Trump has termed him “a great leader” with 
whom he would “get along very well”. 

Putin, in turn, has heaped praise on the bombastic tycoon. 

“He is a standout, talented person, without any doubt,” said Putin at a 
December 17 press conference 

“He says that he wants to move to a different, tighter level of relations. 
How can we not welcome that? Of course we welcome it.” 

To which Trump replied: “It is always a great honor to be so nicely 
complimented by a man so highly respected within his own country and 
beyond.” 

He has also strongly defended Putin against allegations that the Russian 
strongman has murdered reporters. 

“Tn all fairness to Putin, you’re saying he killed people, I haven’t seen 
that. I don’t know that he has. Have you been able to prove that?” Trump 
said on ABC’s This Week. 

It is quite ironic that Trump, who has made totally unfounded 
accusations of “thousands of Muslims” cheering when New York’s Twin 
Towers came down in the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, and has 
called Mexican immigrants “rapists”, should suddenly become such a 
stickler for evidence where Putin is concerned. 

While loudly proclaiming that he would “bomb the s—t out of ISIS”, 
Trump has, in fact, argued for a lesser role for the United States, relying 
more on his Russian soul mate. 

“Russia wants to get rid of ISIS. We want to get rid of ISIS. Maybe let 
Russia do it. Let them get rid of ISIS. What the hell do we care?” Trump 
said in September in a “60 Minutes” interview. 

However it is clear that 80 per cent of Russia’s air raids in Syria have 
been targeting not ISIS, but U.S.-backed rebels opposing Russia’s good 
friend and Syrian dictator Bashar el-Assad, another war criminal. 

Trump has also urged the United States to take a back seat in Ukraine, 
letting European allies like Germany take the lead. Germany, of course, 
has opposed providing Ukraine with lethal weapons, while putting 
pressure on President Petro Poroshenko to make concessions to the 
Russian-backed terrorists. 

Meanwhile, Putin has once again raised the spectre of ethnic Russians 
being threatened Ukrainian “nationalists” a comment that could very well 
indicate another assault in 2016. 

“We proceed from only one thing, which is we cannot just abandon the 
people who live in the southeast of the country to nationalists to eat them 
up,” Putin said in a year-end documentary broadcast on Russian television. 

“There is nothing excessive in that position.” 

Leon Aron, the top Russia adviser to Republican Mitt Romney’s 2012 
presidential campaign says there is no reason Putin should not like Trump. 

“Here’s a man who knows nothing about Russian history, Putin’s 
trajectory, Putin’s domestic politics, what happened since 2000 in Russia 
when Putin took over and who presumably concentrates only on what he 

reads in the headlines.” 

“That would be a wonderful U.S. president for Russia to have,” he 
added. 

Both Putin and Trump have a lot in common. Both are narcissistic 
megalomaniacs who appeal to people’s lowest instincts. 

But there is one major difference. Putin is no idiot. Trump obviously is 
and — as far as Putin is concerned — a very useful one at that. 
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Putin vs. ISIS: Which 
threatens the West more? 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)—Russia has long since 
been on the front lines of the struggle against terror- 
ism. It’s a struggle for freedom, truth, and justice. For 
the lives of people and the future of our civilization. 

Disregard the fact that Putin’s Russia has been on 
the front lines of promoting terrorism, at home and in 
Ukraine. Disregard the fact that Putin’s regime is the 
antithesis of freedom, truth, and justice. And disregard 
the fact that Putin has declared war on civilized norms 
of international behavior. 

Consider only Putin’s offer of an anti-ISIS alliance 
with the West. As Western policymakers consider such 
a possibility, they would do well to first ask just who the 
greater threat to world peace is—the Islamic State or Pu- 
tin’s Russia? The question is of fundamental importance. 
While no one would dispute the utility of coordinating 
the Western assault on ISIS with Russia’s, an anti-ter- 
rorist alliance with Russia presupposes that ISIS poses a 
greater threat to the West and its interests than Russia. 

Although the barbarism of ISIS inclines us to believe 
that the Islamists are a greater threat than the Putinists, 
that conclusion would be a mistake. In fact, Putin’s Rus- 
sia is a greater threat to the West—both because Putin’s 
ruthlessness borders on barbarism and because he has 
the will, capacity, and desire to undermine the inter- 
national order that made the West possible. 

Start with barbarism. Although ISIS’s cruelty is ex- 
treme and its destructiveness is wanton, they barely ex- 
ceed those of Putin’s Russia. During Putin’s campaign 
to exterminate Chechen separatists, Russian bombs 
leveled Chechnya’s capital city, Grozny, while Russian 
soldiers killed many thousands of innocent civilians. In 
1999, three Russian apartment buildings were blown to 
bits, and all the evidence points to the Russian secret 
police, of which Putin was then head, as the perpetrator. 
Since mid-2014, some 8,000 Ukrainians and Russians 
have lost their lives in Putin’s war against Ukraine. Rus- 
sian troops do not behead their prisoners, as does ISIS, 
but Russia’s proxies have executed Ukrainian prisoners 
of war in the Russian-occupied Donbas. ISIS boasts of 
destroying a Russian plane, while Putin still denies any 
complicity whatsoever in the downing of Malaysia Air- 
lines Flight 17 on July 17, 2014. Indifference to civil- 
ian casualties has also characterized Russia’s ongoing 
bombing campaign in Syria. 

Dead Parisians may shock us more than dead 
Chechens, dead Russians, or dead Ukrainians, but if 
human lives are equally valuable, then Putin has sure- 
ly destroyed his fair share. 

But barbarism is not the issue. Barbarism shocks 
and terrifies us, but it does not threaten international 
peace. What does? Above all, rogue states like Russia 


— and not radical movements like ISIS. 

Despite its name, ISIS is not yet a genuine state 
with all the functioning government institutions that 
comprise a bona fide state. It’s a revolutionary move- 
ment that hopes to construct a state. Thus far, its re- 
cord of state-building has been mixed. It has seized 
some territory in Syria and Iraq, but its ability to ad- 
minister the population is uncertain, and its prospects 
for continued control are even worse. Revolutionary 
movements can and do defeat their opponents and es- 
tablish stable state institutions, but only if they have 
the military capacity and economic wherewithal to do 
so. In taking on Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Syria, Saudi Ara- 
bia, the United States, France, Russia, and many other 
states, ISIS is almost sure to lose on the battlefield 
or, at a minimum, surrender much territory. It may 
survive in the underground and wreak terror through- 
out the world, but terror, however atrocious, does not, 
and cannot, threaten world peace. Dead civilians are 
a tragedy and a crime, but they do not undermine the 
international order or entail inter-state war. 

In contrast to ISIS, Putin’s Russia is a state — and 
a rogue state, to boot. It violates treaties and borders, 
rejects international norms, and sees war as a legitimate 
means to its great-power ends. Russia tore up the 1994 
Budapest Memorandum that guaranteed Ukraine’s ter- 
ritorial integrity and unilaterally revised the borders of 
Georgia and Ukraine by means of armed force. Putin’s 
Russia views the sovereignty and airspace of its neigh- 
bors — from Estonia to Belarus to Armenia to Kazakh- 
stan to Turkey — as anything but inviolate, while in- 
sisting that it is perfectly entitled to pursue its imperial 
interests by means of force. 

Russia’s hitherto lackadaisical bombing of ISIS 
may make it a temporary, tactical, short-term partner 
of the West, but Putin’s established hostility to the 
post—World War П international system that produced 
the European Union and consolidated peace in Eur- 
ope precludes Russia’s becoming an ally of the West. 

Both Putin and ISIS reject the West and everything 
it stands for. But only Putin has the ability to destroy 
the West — by progressively undermining the inter- 


national system that made a peaceful and prosperous 4 
West possible. Tactical cooperation with Russia in 


Syria may therefore be attractive, but it cannot dis- 
tract from Putin’s strategic hostility to the West. 
Should the West cooperate with Putin to destroy 
ISIS? Of course. But the West must remember that 
Putin’s Russia remains an adversary committed to the 
West’s demise. Its support of Ukraine and of sanc- 
tions must therefore remain unchanged. Its commit- 
ment to NATO must remain firm. And its opposition 
to Putin’s expansionist designs must be unequivocal. 


The Kremlin’s dangerous new threat in Ukraine 


By Шог Kozak 

(Atlantic Council)—Fighting continues to gradually 
intensify in eastern Ukraine. The Kremlin-backed mil- 
itants are now using heavy weapons, including tanks, 
artillery, and ferocious Grad rocket systems, sporadic- 
ally. Moscow’s rationale behind this latest escalation 
is to achieve a frozen conflict by gradually sabotaging 
the execution of the Minsk II ceasefire agreement. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin likely realizes that 
his offensive in the Donbas has essentially stalled and 
that for now he cannot take more Ukrainian territory, 
not without sustaining heavy casualties among his 
regular military forces and triggering additional West- 
em sanctions. 

And so it seems that, in order to achieve its long-term 
strategic goals, the Kremlin’s leadership is emphasiz- 
ing alternative aspects of hybrid warfare. According to 
retired US Army General Wesley Clark, former NATO 
Supreme Allied Commander, who visited Ukraine 
seven times in 2015, “Ukraine is a work in progress 
by Putin. He has multiple channels to attack Ukraine, 
economically, politically, diplomatically, militarily.” 

Recent developments on the security front within 
Ukraine’s borders are disturbing. The Ukrainian se- 
curity service (SBU) and other law enforcement agen- 
cies report a significant increase in acts of sabotage 
and terrorism. According to SBU official Oleksandr 
Tkachuk, “Russian special services are intensifying 
their activities in peaceful cites, trying to destabilize 
the situation and trying to show that Ukrainian law 
enforcement bodies and Ukrainian authorities are not 
able to protect their citizens.” 

The Ukrainian authorities, to their credit, have been 
discovering these plots, arresting Russian agents, and 
confiscating caches of weapons and explosives through- 
out Ukraine (as opposed to mainly in the frontline areas 


as used to be the case). On December 10, the SBU neu- 
tralized a terrorist group in Kyiv and Kharkiv consisting 
of eight members with clear links to the Russian secur- 
ity services, three of whom were Russian citizens. They 
possessed automatic weapons, state-of-the-art equip- 
ment, and large quantities of ammunition and explo- 
sives. The SBU believes they were planning to carry out 
acts of sabotage and terrorism in Kyiv and other urban 
centers of Ukraine. During this operation, the terrorists 
put up fierce resistance, which resulted in the death of 
an SBU officer and a militant, while two other were 
wounded. This, unfortunately, is only one of many simi- 
lar recent occurrences. 

The rise of plots like these is a serious and danger- 
ous development. Combatting these type of threats 15 
more difficult than repelling the attacks on the eastern 
frontlines. If this issue is not dealt with in short order, 
it could bring about a major setback to the signifi- 
cant progress made to date toward the stabilization of 
Ukraine and Europe. Furthermore, if combined with 
the military escalation on the frontlines, the Kremlin’s 
continued political and economic coercion, painfully 
slow reforms by the government of Ukraine, and de- 
clining living standards for a majority of the popula- 
tion, Ukraine could, potentially, become a failed state 
in time — which is exactly what Moscow wants. 

To a significant extent, Ukraine’s survival depends 
on successfully confronting the terrorist tactics of 
the Kremlin. The free world, in turn, cannot afford 
a failed state in the heart of Europe. It is paramount 
that Ukraine and the West acknowledge this new and 
increasing asymmetric threat and deal with it rapidly 
and decisively. Ukraine needs to utilize every tool it 
has to detect, contain, and remove the threat. The West 
should place more substantial pressure on Moscow to 
force Putin to stop sponsoring terrorism in Ukraine. 
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Russians directly 
implicated in torture 
of Ukrainian prisoners 


By Halya Coynash 

Ukrainian human rights activists believe 
that over 87 percent of Ukrainian soldiers 
and half the civilians who have been taken 
prisoner by Kremlin-backed, pro-Russian 
militants in the Donbas have been subjected 
to torture or ill treatment. Additionally, in 
over 40 percent of the so-called “interroga- 
tions,” key roles were played by mercenar- 
ies from the Russian Federation or by people 
who identified themselves as Russian mil- 
itary personnel. 

The coalition Justice for Peace in Donbas 
has just released a report entitled “Those 
Who Survived Hell.” The study is based 
mainly on a survey of 165 people, both sol- 
diers and civilians, who were held captive 
by the militants. In many cases, even those 
who were not themselves tortured report 
witnessing or hearing the torture of others. 
One-third of the soldiers in the study, as well 
as 16 percent of the civilians, had personally 
witnessed a death as the result of torture. 

Oleh Martynenko, one of the authors of 
the report, notes that the conditions in which 
prisoners and hostages are held do not meet 
any international standards. In two-thirds of 
the imprisonment sites, no medical care is 
available. Disturbingly, however, the pres- 
ence of medical staff is no guarantee of 
greater protection. The researchers found 
cases where medical workers had taken part 
in torture, by bringing the victim around in 
order for the torture to continue. 

Martynenko says that the researchers had 
not anticipated the high ratio of mercenaries 
and Russian military personnel implicated in 
the torture of prisoners. This is grounds, he 
adds, for charging Russia with involvement 
in war crimes and other offenses—offenses 
that cannot fall under any “amnesty” cur- 
rently promoted by Western leaders as part 
of a peace deal for the region. 

Groups organizing prisoner exchanges say 
that by July 1 of this year, around 2,500 hun- 
dred prisoners had been freed, and another 
500 remained in captivity. Ukraine’s Interior 
Ministry says that over 6,000 people have 
been taken prisoner or have disappeared 
without a trace, with the fate of 1,500 still 
unknown. 

According to the study, most of the people 
who have been taken prisoner by the mil- 
itants are local residents of areas under mil- 
itant control, although some were simply 
trying to reach relatives or friends and were 
detained at checkpoints without explanation. 
Most chillingly, residents were taken from 
their homes or workplaces without warrants, 
and often the militants would then steal their 
property. Anyone can be targeted, the coali- 
tion points out. 

One person recounts how six men wearing 
camouflage gear decorated with St. George 
ribbons and brandishing Kalashnikov rifles 
burst into his home and knocked down his 
elderly mother. He was dragged from the 
sofa and had his arms bound behind his 
back. The soldiers removed his computer, 
telephone, and wallet, and even took a bottle 
of vodka. 

Oleksandra Matviychuk, one of the au- 
thors of the report, explains that people are 
usually accused of holding the wrong (pro- 
Ukrainian) views, of speaking Ukrainian, or 
of having Ukrainian flags and other symbols 
in their home. Or the militants accuse them 
of having taken part in Euromaidan or pro- 
unity marches. Sometimes they’re accused 
of having photographed strategic places. 

Maria Varfolomeyeva, the 30-year-old 
journalist who had stayed in Luhansk to care 
for her elderly grandmother, has now been 
held hostage since January. The militants 


The study showed that over 
87 percent of the Ukrainian 
soldiers and volunteer 
fighters captured faced 
especially brutal treatment, 
including physical violence 
and deliberate maiming, as 
well as humiliation. 


claimed that, as an artillery spotter for the 
Ukrainian army, she had been photographing 
the militants’ residences, and threatened her 
with a fifteen-year “sentence.” There had 
been no shelling in Luhansk for months be- 
fore she was seized. Negotiations are still 
underway to obtain her release, almost elev- 
en months later. 

Just under 12 percent of civilians de- 
tained were women. Half of these, including 
women who were pregnant or elderly, faced 
ill treatment. 

Over 18 percent of all of those surveyed 
had been kicked or punched, and almost 22 
percent were beaten with the militants’ rifles. 
Almost 6 percent experienced other forms of 
torture, including electric shocks, squeez- 
ing of their toes or fingers with tweezers, 
multiple bullet wounds from shock pistols 
or similar weapons, and the use of sharp 
items to cause injury. Almost 75 percent of 
the civilians in captivity had been threatened 
with firearms or other weapons. 

A woman taken prisoner said of her ex- 
perience, “I was beaten by a man who called 
himself Oleg Kubrak. He threatened to rape 
me, and slashed my arms, legs, and neck 
with a knife.” Another prisoner recounted, 
“The militants began to hit me with the butt 
of their machine guns around the head, back, 
to my arms. They pulled me arms behind my 
back. Each tried to hit me, each tried to grab 
me by the hair.” 

Of the Ukrainian soldiers and volunteer 
battalion members who were captured, 83 
percent reported that they had been seized 
as a result of military clashes and with the 
direct involvement of Russian Federation 
forces. One Russian soldier, nicknamed “the 
Greek,” even presented a document identify- 
ing himself as a special response Spetsnaz 
officer from Moscow; another was com- 
mander of the Pskov paratrooper unit. 

The study showed that over 87 percent of 
the Ukrainian soldiers and volunteer fighters 
captured faced especially brutal treatment, 
including physical violence and deliberate 
maiming, as well as humiliation. 

To intimidate others, and to show off their 
captives as “trophies,” the militants have 
quite openly paraded the men they have 
taken captive. The most notorious occasion 
occurred in 2014, on Ukraine’s Independ- 
ence Day, August 24: militants from the self- 
proclaimed “Donetsk People’s Republic” 
staged a shameful march through Donetsk of 
Ukzainian prisoners. Asimilar display took 
place in January this year. 

Much of the above treatment, as well as 
documented cases of abductions and extra- 
judicial executions, fall within the scope of 
the International Criminal Court. Ukrain- 
ian human rights activists are adamant that 
Ukraine must ratify the Rome Statute as 
a matter of priority, so that those guilty of 
grave war crimes can be brought to answer 

for their offenses. 
Halya Coynash is a member of the Kharkiv 
Human Rights Protection Group. 
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Hatred as a national idea 


By Alexei Bayer, Kyiv Post, Dec. 19, 2015 

Vladimir Putin’s annual press confer- 
ence on Dec. 17 has been criticized for its 
thick lies, evasions, cynicism and adoles- 
cent jokes. The most outrageous quotes have 
been making rounds on the Internet. Predict- 
ably, it also contained the usual quotient of 
hate. 

For example, Putin declared that there was 
no need to review the Dima Yakovlev law 
— also known as the Law of Scoundrels — 
which bans almost all foreign adoptions of 
Russian orphans. The law, it should be re- 
called, was signed by Putin on the Massacre 
of the Innocents Day in 2012. This year, just 
ahead of Christmas, which celebrates God 
the Child, Putin confirmed his reputation as 
King Herod and Scoundrel in Chief. 

Putin also gleefully praised Russian 
bombings of Syria, in which plenty of civil- 
ians have already been killed, as a cheap way 
to test weaponry. 

These are particulars. More to the point, 
Putin has displayed not only hatred for those 
whom he criticized or ridiculed, but con- 
tempt for his own nation as a whole, whom 
he told to bug off on a variety of economic, 
political and legal issues. The entire event 
was, as usual, a five-hour hate fest. Even the 
one instance when he offered praise, it was 
lavished on Donald Trump, a narcissistic 
hate-monger in his own right. : 

Russian observers often note that Russians 
live in a state of low-intensity warfare of all 
against all. In this regard, Putin is the right 
figure to lead Russia: a hate-filled president 
of a nation built on hatred. 

There is a historical anecdote about Stalin, 
who derisively asked Churchill: “How many 
divisions does the Pope have?” The Pope, of 
course, had none — but he had something 
better. He had intangible authority that even- 
tually helped John Paul П play a crucial role 
in the collapse of Russia’s Eastern Europe 
empire which Stalin had created. 

Hatred and love may be intangible con- 
cepts but they are crucial in creating a sense 
of national identity, too. Just look at Israel, 
which was melded together out of very dif- 
ferent men and women coming from East- 
егп Europe, Germany, France, North Africa, 
Ethiopia, the United States and elsewhere. 
What strikes me every time I come to Israel 
is the friendliness most Israelis show toward 
each other. Goodwill shines through even 
though Israelis are often rude and blunt. It is 
probably the glue that has kept this diverse 
nation together. 

The paradox is that early Jewish settlers in 
Palestine were pretty much the same people 
who were active in the Russian revolution, 
fought in the Civil War and, in many cases, 
staffed the Bolshevik secret police CheKa 
and, later, Stalin’s brutal NKVD. Jews 
played an extremely prominent role in the 
Soviet State until the anti-Semitic “rootless 
cosmopolitans” campaign of the late 1940s 
and early 1950s rooted them out. In fact, the 
Soviet Union and Israel were initially built 
on very similar socialist principles and often 
by men and women, who grew up in the 
same Pale of Settlement towns, on the same 
streets. 

Both Rozalia Zemlyachka and Golda 
Meir, for example, began life in Kyiv; both 
were socialists but took very different paths. 

Indeed, the result could not have been 
more different. The Soviet Union was built 
on hatred. It started with wholesale execu- 
tions of class enemies and went on to build 
the Gulag, starve its peasantry and exile 
entire nations. It perpetrated a historically 
unprecedented destruction of the country’s 
economic, cultural and human potential. 
The Russian Empire, which at the start of 
the 20th century was developing as rapidly 
as the United States and Germany, degener- 
ated to “Upper Volta with missiles” and by 
the end of the century was getting food aid 
from the United States. 

Israel, despite being socialist in its early 
years, managed not to persecute other Jews, 
Tich or poor, who didn’t share the philosophy 


Russian observers often note 
that Russians live in a state 

of low-intensity warfare of | 
all against all. In this regard, 
Putin is the right figure to lead | 
Russia: a hate-filled president | 
of a nation built on hatred. | 
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of its leaders. It had a kibbutz movement, the | 
equivalent of Soviet collective farms, which | 
avoided internecine violence. While Russia, | 
a country of boundless natural resources, | 
succeeded in pauperizing its people, Israel, | 
which had nothing but rocky terrain and , 
semi desert, built a beautiful country and a, 
successful modern economy. | 

Both countries moved away from social- | 
ism roughly around the same time, but Is- | 
тає! only became richer while Russia, if you’ 
subtract the temporary effects of bloated oil 
prices, got poorer still and more decrepit 
under its perverted kleptocratic capitalism. 

Israel was built on mutual affection and | 
protection for Jews everywhere. The Soviet | 
Union claimed to represent the interests of 
the world proletariat, but it mercilessly ex- 
ploited its own working people, effectively 
turning them into slaves of the state, and 
opportunistically used workers’ problems 
abroad for cynical propaganda purposes. 

Meanwhile, class hatred split the Russian 
nation into class enemies. As a result, there 
is no concept of nation as a community of 
shared values — unless you accept hatred as 
such value. This is why the country’s elites, 
from Putin down to every member of his 
government, functionary and Duma deputy 
sends stolen millions to offshore accounts, 
buys property abroad and undermines Rus- 
sia’s economic and social development. 
Family members of Russia’s elites are living 
abroad and loving it — while hating their na- 
tive country and everything in it. 

Hatred perverts the notion of patriotism, 
too. The Russian people hail the army of 
parasitic locusts devastating their land as 
Russian patriots — only because they pro- 
fess hatred for outsiders. 

Note also how easy it has been to make 
Russians hate. Hatred of Ukrainians: flared 
up in a few days after Viktor Yanukovych’s 
flight from Kyiv, and of Turks immediately 
after the downing of the Russian military air- 
craft. 

The hatred of all against all consumes 
Russia like some sort of virulent disease. 
The “patriotic” pro-Putin milieu is forever 
spewing hatred against the liberal Fifth Col- 
umn. But universal animus is not limited to 
those circles. I follow several Russian blog- 
gers whose common denominator is oppos- 
ition to the Putin regime. Amazingly, they 
hate just as much other opposition bloggers, 
corruption fighter Alexei Navalny, former 
Yukos boss Mikhail Khodorkovsky, chess 
champion Gary Kasparov and the entire 
white-ribbon democratic opposition. Accus- 
ations of being on the pay of the Kremlin are 
rampant. 

‘The Dima Yakovlev law is indicative of 
this hatred. It reveals a deep-seated hatred 
of children on the part of the Russian pol- 
itical establishment and insipid indifference 
to their fate on the part of the rest of society. 
Only a nation that hates its children could 
pass it and keep living with it for three years. 
Children, of course, represent the future, and 
nations that have no future naturally despise 
them. 

Eventually, the Russian nation will have to 
be rebuilt from scratch, based on some set 
of principles other than mutual hatred. And 
yet, it is hard to imagine how this vituperous 
environment could ever produce anything 
viable. 

Alexei Bayer is a New York-based economist 
and writer. 
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Війна в Україні - унікальний 


СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 


є ХРИСТОС НАРОДИВСЯ! a 


CENTRE FOR UKRAINIAN CANADIAN STUDIES 
UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA 


The Centre for Ukrainian Canadian Studies 
greets one and all this festive season. 
May 2016 be a year of happiness, health, 
prosperity and lifelong learning. 


website: umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/departments/ukrainian_canadian_studies 


tel: (204)-474-8906 


ONE UNIVERSITY. MANY FUTURES 


e-mail: cucs@umanitoba.ca 


UNIVERSITY 
or MANITOBA 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Зі світлим празником Різдвяних Свят 
бажаємо радости, щастя та 
кріпкого здоров'я 


MARKET DRUGS MEDICAL LTD. 


10203 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 015 


Ph.: 780-422-1397 


Fax: 780-426-6179 


досвід, який може використати 
НАТО - Мединський 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Українські та міжнародні ек- 
сперти, які зібралися 15 грудня 
на форумі «Партнерство Україна- 
НАТО. Версія 2.0», аналізують, 
чим може бути корисна Україна 
країнам-членам НАТО. Таке за- 
питання стало актуальним після 
того, як 14 грудня міністри обо- 
рони України, Естонії, Латвії, 
Литви i Польщі підписали уго- 
ду про співпрацю. За словами 
міністра оборони України Сте- 
пана Полторака, країни Балтії і 
Польща підтримують Україну 
в прагненнях 0 реформ, 
євроінтеграції і вступу до НАТО. 

Усе більше українців 
розуміють, що врятувати держа- 
ву від агресивної політики Крем- 
ля здатна лише тісна співпраця 
Києва з Брюсселем, вважають 
фахівці. При цьому військові 
покладають надію на конкретну 
підтримку членів Альянсу - від 
реформування інституцій, які 
дотичні до захисту України, до 
постачання сучасної нелетальної 
зброї Збройним силам України, 
від проведення спільних 
військових навчань до роботи 
інструкторів НАТО з конкретни- 
ми підрозділами ЗСУ. 

Як зазначають у Міністерстві 
оборони України, нині НАТО за- 
початкувало 5 трастових фондів, 
через які українське військо 

| отримує допомогу в таких на- 


May the Spirit of Christmas bring you Peace and 


Happiness now and throughout the New Year. 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 


Self Contained Residence for Seniors 
Незалежна Резиденція для Сеньйорів 


St. Andrew's 


Ukrainian Selo 
8025 - 101 Ave., Edmonton 
Ph.: 780-469-4141 


_* 5 blocks from St. Andrew's Parish 
« Taxi Service provided to Church 


» Located on Bus Route 
| ¢ Central Court Yard 

« Lounge Areas for Visiting 
| « Seniors Club 
| - Social Activities 


| жжж 


| « 5 бльоків від Собору Св. Андрєя 


| © Обслуга Таксі до церкви 


| «Приміщене при автобусовій лінії 


| " Центральний парк 
г © Приміщення для відвідин 
| -Клюб сеньйорів 

¢ Суспільні програми 


Ukrainian Dnipro 
. Senior Citizen's Home > 
_| 11030 - 107 Street, Edmonton 


Ph.: 780-425-5097 


| є 1 block from St. John's Cathedral 
: 2 blocks from Shopping Centre 

| | - Near Bus Route 
|e Chapel in Building 

| |» Lounge Areas for visiting 

| | - Seniors Club 

| | - Social Activities 


жжж 


| | є 1 бльок від Катедри Св. Івана 
| 2 бльоки від комплексу крамниць 
| | ¢ Близько автобусової лінії 
| - Каплиця в будинку 
| « Приміщення для відвідин 
¢ Клюб сеньйорів 
Суспільні програми 


Rent: 30% of Total Income 


Рент: 30% від цілої платні 


Dnipro-Selo Housing Society 


Marlene Krokosh - Administrator 


Дніпро-Село Житлове Товариство 
Марлін Крокош - Адміністратор 


прямках, як модернізація си- 
стеми зв'язку та автоматизації 
(на це Альянс надасть до 2 
мільйонів євро), реформуван- 
ня логістики та стандартизації 
ЗСУ (один мільйон євро), 
фізична реабілітація і проте- 
зування військових, які були 
поранені в АТО (845 тисяч євро), 
кіберзахист (815 тисяч євро), ата- 
кож перепідготовка та соціальна 
адаптація  військовослужбовців 
(понад 400 тисяч євро). 

Україна запропонувала Альян- 
су створити ще один трастовий 
фонд для боротьби з російською 
пропагандою. Про це у травні 
цього року повідомив міністр за- 
кордонних справ Павло Клімкін. 

У керівництві НАТО згодні з 
тезою, що пропаганда Кремля є 
однією з найбільш небезпечних 
складових гібридної війни, яку 
Росія розпочала не лише проти 
України, а і проти західних де- 
мократичних цінностей. I якщо 
президент Росії Володимир 
Путін досягне успіху в Україні, 
під загрозою опиниться безпека 
всього світу, зазначив на форумі 
представник штаб-квартири 
НАТО Петр Лунак. 

Як зазначила голова Центру 
інформації 1 документації HATO 
в Україні Наталя Немилівська, 
тема НАТО залишається акту- 
альною для України, частина 
території якої окупована;;, Tomy, 
Україні необхідно модернізувати 
систему безпеки. Відтак, за її 
словами, «події в Україні стосу- 
ються не лише України», а є ви- 
кликом для країн-членів НАТО. 

«Ми підтримуємо такі заходи 
(як нинішній форум - ред.), на 
яких обговорюємо поточні пи- 
тання і шукаємо спільні відповіді 
на кризові виклики», - зазначила 
Немилівська. 

I у цьому контексті вже ек- 
сперти НАТО можуть вивчати 
досвід України, яка однією з пер- 
ших європейських держав при- 
йняла на себе удар кремлівської 
гібридної війни, зазначають 
українські фахівці. 

«Два роки спроб і помилок 
у боротьбі з сепаратистськи- 
ми утвореннями,  вторгнен- 
ням російських військ, що не 
мали розпізнавальних знаків, 
дезінформацією і кібератаками, 
дали Україні унікальний досвід, 
який може бути використаний 
у розробці стратегій для за- 
хисту потенційних об'єктів як 
всередині Альянсу, так і в регіоні 
в цілому. Відкриття в Україні 
центру вивчення гібридної 
війни дозволило б більш ре- 
тельно досліджувати нинішній 
конфлікт і розробляти стратегії 
запобігання аналогічним 
ситуаціям»,  - запропонував 
представникам Альянсу аналітик 
Інституту світової політики Іван 
Мединський. 

На його думку, не менш корис- 
ним є досвід України у створенні 
Збройних сил фактично з нуля, 
і лише за підтримки потуж- 
ного волонтерського руху. За 
різними даними, кожен третій, 
а то і кожен другий українець з 
часів Майдану, анексії Криму i 


вторгнення російських військ 
на територію Донбасу, допома- 
гав українській армії, хто як міг. 
Як зазначив експерт Інституту 
світової політики Сергій Солод- 
кий, волонтерський рух в Україні 
здивував увесь світ. 
«Подивіться, як  швид- 
ко Україна реформувала свої 
застарілі Збройні сили і поча- 
ла створювати мобільні, краще 
обладнані військові формуван- 
ня, які здатні відповідати на нові 
загрози. Процесу модернізації 
величезною мірою сприяла 
активна 0 участь громадських 
активістів. Фінансова допомо- 
га від діаспори та пожертви від 
громадян України, взаємодія 
між бізнесом і суспільством 
у підтримці Збройних сил, 
стійкість українського війська 
і волонтерів можуть бути при- 
кладом швидкого реагування 
на кризу. Цей досвід може бути 
корисним для членів Альянсу, 
насамперед тим, що межують з 
Росією», - вважає Солодкий. 
Також, українські 0 експер- 
ти (пропонують партнерам 3 
Північноатлантичного альянсу 
проводити спільні розвідувальні 
акції у Чорноморському регіоні, 
а також на східному кордоні 
НАТО. Крім того, як наголошу- 
ють фахівці, Україназалишається 
стратегічним партнером Альян- 


у у єфері енергетичної безпеки, 


Європи. 
Але чи не найважливішим 
і для України, і для НАТО є 
зростання підтримки  Альян- 
су з боку українців, зазначають 
фахівці. А президент України 
Петро Порошенко говорить, що 
підтримка українцями вступу 
країни до НАТО зростає і зараз 
вже перевищує 60% відсотків. 
«Євроатлантичний вибір з 
перспективою членства в НАТО 
отримує надзвичайно  важ- 
ливу зростаючу підтримку B 
українському суспільстві. Два 
рокитому курснаєвроатлантичну 
інтеграцію підтримували 16 
відсотків українців. Рік тому ця 
цифра стрімко наближалася до 
50%. Зараз кількість українців, 
які підтримують євроатлантичну 
інтеграцію, — вже понад 60%», — 
заявив Порошенко на засіданні 
РНБО України за участю гене- 
рального секретаря НАТО Єнса 


Столтенберга. 
За словами голови правління 
Інституту світової 0 політики 


Віктора Шлінчака, якби рефе- 
рендум щодо членства в Альянсі 
відбувся з найближчим часом, 
його би підтримала абсолютна 
більшість українців. 

«На гіпотетичному 
референдумі щодо членства 
України в НАТО майже 75 
відсотків учасників голосування 
підтримали б членство України 
в Альянсі, Зрозуміло, що названі 
цифри - це насамперед реакція 
на російську агресію на Донбасі. 
З іншого боку, окупація частини 
українських територій віддаляє 
Україну від НАТО, оскільки на- 
вряд чи Альянс візьме Україну 
з окупованими територіями»; — 
визнав Шлінчак. 
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UCC delegration with Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion 


UCC discusses key issues with Dion 


(UCC National)—The Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress (UCC) met 
with Canada’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Stéphane Dion in Ottawa 
Dec. 14 to discuss key issues of 
importance to our community. 

The UCC delegation, which in- 
cluded UCC National President 
Paul Grod, UCC Director of Gov- 
ernment Relations Paul Migus, 
UCC Ottawa President Yaroslav 
Baran, and UCC Senior Analyst 
Orest Zakydalsky, presented a 
comprehensive briefing to Minis- 


ter Dion on the current situation in 
Ukraine. Key components of the 
discussion included further support 
to Ukraine in the areas of security, 
economy and humanitarian aid as 
well as furthering bilateral cooper- 
ation between Canada and Ukraine. 
Minister Dion assured the UCC of 
Canada’s continued strong support 
for Ukraine as it battles Russian ag- 
gression and reiterated that Canada 
does not recognize Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Crimea. 

Following the meeting, Grod 


stated, “I am very pleased to hear 
from Minister Dion, that Ukraine 
will continue to be a foreign policy 
priority for, the Government of 
Canada. Minister Dion те-ет- 
phasized that Russia’s aggression 
against Ukraine is unacceptable 
and that Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity must be respect- 
ed. I appreciated the opportunity to 
have a meaningful discussion with 
Minister Dion and look forward to 
continued close cooperation with 
the Government of Canada.” 


Wrzesnewsky] and Cottrell awarded 
Meritorious Service Medal 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) con- 
gratulates Ruslana| Wrzesnewskyj 
and Andy Cottrell on receiving the 
prestigious Meritorious Service 
Medal from the Governor General 
of Canada, His Excellency the Rt. 
Hon. David Johnston, at Rideau 
Hall today. 

Wrzesnewskyj and Cottrell 
received the Medal for initiat- 
ing Help Us Help the Children, 
founded in 1994, “a project dedi- 
cated to improving the quality of 
life of orphan children in Ukraine. 
Over the years, they have provided 
Ukrainian youth in institutional 
care with access to school supplies, 
educational camps and scholarship 
programs. Their efforts empowered 
many Ukrainian children to better 
their lives.” Thousands of children 
in Ukraine have benefited directly 
from programs of Help Us Help the 
Children in the two decades since 
its founding. 

UCC National President Paul 
Grod stated, “On behalf of the 
Ukrainian Canadian community, 
I offer my sincere congratulations 


to Ruslana and Andy on receiving 
this award. Their tireless determin- 
ation and resolve are a wonderful 
example to us all of what can be 


achieved when we dedicate our- 
selves to volunteerism, charity and 
service.” 

“We are honoured to receive 
this recognition from the Governor 
General. We humbly receive this 
award on behalf of the hundreds 
of volunteers who have worked 
so hard to make Help Us Help the 
Children a success. We thank the 
Ukrainian community in Canada, 
which has so strongly supported 
this project for the past two dec- 
ades,” stated Wrzesnewskyj and 
Cottrell. “It is because of Canada 
that we have learned the true mean- 
ing of giving back to the commun- 
ity. Through the efforts of our vol- 
unteers and donors, thousands of 
orphans in Ukraine have grown up 
to become successful members of 
Ukraine’s society.” 

The Meritorious Service Medal 
“recognizes a deed or an activity 
that has been performed in a highly 
professional manner, or accord- 


Ruslana Wrzesnewskyj and Andy Cottrell dsiplay their certificates 


ing to a very high standard: often 
innovative, this deed or activity 
sets an example for others to fol- 
low, improves the quality of life of 
a community and brings benefit or 
honour to Canada.” 


College in Ottawa; Ukrainian National Police Head Khatia Dekanoidze; 
and Ukraine's Ambassador to Canada Andriy Shevchenko. 


Ukrainian police 
delegation visits Canada 


(UkrNews)—A delegation led by Ukrainian National Police Head 
Khatia Dekanoidze ended its two-day visit to Canada, Dec. 18. 

In the course of the visit a round table discussion with the heads of 
relevant divisions of the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and 
Development of Canada was held. 

During the meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada 
Stephane Dion, the Ukrainian delegation received positive signals from 
Canada on further steps to support the development of the National 
Police of Ukraine. 

Also, the Ukrainian delegation visited the Canadian Police College in 
Ottawa, to discuss optional ways of cooperation in the fields of exchange 
of experiences, training techniques, as well as managing special training 
courses for the Ukrainian National Police officers in college or inviting 
Canadian college instructors to Ukraine. 


Subscribe to 


Ukrainian News 
See Page 16 


Українська Кредитова Спілка Лимитед 
Вітає Всіх З різдвом Христовим та Новим Роком! 


З нагоди Різдвяних Свят і наступаючого Нового 2016 Року, 
члени Ради Директорів і Працівники УКС щиро бажають 


Вам здоро 


радості, та сповнення всіх надій і мрій. 


Ukrainian Credit Union Limited wishes everyone 
a Merry Christmas and all the best in the new year! 


The board of Directors and all employees wish you health, 
happiness and fulfillment of all your hopes and dreams in 2016. 


исиукс 


ukrainiancu.com 
facebook.com/ucuykc 


86020 


Celebrate 


rainian Christm 
ve with us! о 


Extend your holiday season by joining us for 
Ukrainian Christmas Eve served in the 
Conference Centre and the Hotel. 


Ukrainian Christmas Eve Buffi 
Wednesday, January 6, 20 
Entertainment by the 
St. Nicholas Mandolin Ensemble 
AXIOS Men's Choir 


Conference Centre reservations 


780.453.6504 


Hotel reservations 


780.453.6508 


Ukrainian products available at 
Chateau Louis Liquor Store 


All our Liquor Store prices include deposit & GST! 


11727 Kingsway NW, Edmonton АВ T5G 3A1 


780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 
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Показ картків 
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СУМ Канади долучилася до благодійної 
акції для дітей українських бійців 


(СУМ)-Юні українці з Кана- 
ди, Австралії, Сполучених Штатів 
Америки, Німеччини, Бельгії, 
Великобританії об'єднані в ла- 
вах Спілки Української Молоді, 
зібрали та передали подарунки 
для своїх ровесників в Україні, 
батьки яких виконують бойові за- 
вдання в зоні АТО. 

Гостинці, в рамках акції «Те- 
плом зігріємо серця», планують 
доставити адресатам напередодні 
Дня святого Миколая, Вантаж до- 
правлять до різних областей, де 
діють місцеві організації СУМ 
в Україні. Зокрема в Калуші, 


«Рада Директорів та адміністрація 
Кредитової Спілки Будучність 


Славімо його! 


Львові, Тернополі, Хмельниць- 
ку, Чернігові, Сквирі, Бобринцю, 
Дніпропетровську та Києві. 

Загалом СУМІвці 3 США, Ka- 
нади, Австралії, Великобританії, 
Німеччини та Бельгії надіслали 
в Україну понад 1500 пакунків з 
одягом, взуттям, шкільним при- 
ладдям та солодощами. 

У цій благодійній акції бра- 
ли участь усі осередки СУМ 
в Канаді: Калгарі, Едмонтон, 


Вінніпег, Монтреаль, Оттава, 
Торонто, Етобіко, Міссіссага, 
Гамільтон,  (Ст.Катеринс, які 


зібравши поверх 58,000, обдару- 
вали понад 400 дітей. 

«В першу чергу такі подарун- 
ки ми передамо дітям, батьки 
яких загинули на сході країни, 
ооороняючи незалежність та 
територіальну цілісність нашої 
держави, дітям з особливими 
потребами, чиї батьки перебува- 
ють в зоні АТО», - розповів ко- 
ординатор акції, голова Спілки 
Української Молоді в Україні 
Юрій Іляш. 

Крім дітей з сімей військових, 
гостинці отримають й малюки з 
родин вимушених переселенців. 

«Звісно, що охопити всіх наша 
акція не зможе. Однак, віримо, - 
вона зігріє серця тих хлопців та 
дівчат, які втратили рідну люди- 
ну, подарує відчуття свята тим, 


хто покинув рідну домівку», - 
каже Юрій Іляш. 

На думку СУМівців, окрім 
практичного, ця акція має й ве- 
лике моральне значення, адже 
засвідчує єдність українців світу, 
незалежно від місця їх прожи- 
вання чи віку. 

Варто зазначити, що акцію 
«Теплом зігріємо серця» чле- 
ни Спілки Української Молоді 
проводять вдруге. Минулорічна 
охопила понад 500 дітей виму- 
шено переселених осіб, які через 
воєнні дії на сході змушені були 
покинути свої домівки. 

Спілка Української Молоді - 
молодіжна виховна організація, 
яка. займається | вихованням 
молоді на християнських Ta 
патріотичних засадах у дусі CBO- 
то гасла «Бог ї а - 

Спілку о засновано у 1925 
році в Києві. У 1946 році СУМ 
було відновлено в повоєнній 
Німеччині, 3 того часу 
організація поширює свою пра- 
цю у 10 країнах світу в Західній 
Європі, Північній і Південній 
Америці та Австралії. 

В основі виховної  систе- 
ми CYMy є теоретичні напра- 
цювання Григорія Ващенка - 
відомого українського педагога, 
який вперше розробив систему 
національного виховання. 


2280 Bloor St. W. Toronto ОМ M6S 1N9 


BCU® | 


Buduchnist Credit Union 


гор Андріїв, "Коляда" Thor Andriyiv “Kolyada” 


Конгрес Україннів Канади 
Сердечно вітає Вас з 
Різдвом Христовим і Новим Роком! 


Висловлює найкращі побажання Ієрархам 
Українських Церков, Крайовим Проводам та членам 
Складових Організацій Конгресу, всій українсько- 
канадській громаді та всьому українському народові 
на Батьківщині та в Канаді! Зичимо Вам та Вашим 
родинам Божого благословення і щиро дякуємо за 
допомогу у праці Конгресу. 

Веселих та щасливих свят! 


Павло Грод 
Президент 


Христос Рождається! Славімо Його! 


Head Office: 203-952 Main Street, 
Winnipeg, MB R2W 3P4 

Tel: (204) 942-4627 Fax: (204) 947-3882 
Website: www vce с 

National Office: 806-130 Albert Street, 
Ottawa, ON КІР 5G4 

Tel: (613) 232-8822 Fax: (613) 238-3822 


Україна почала готувати 
перший батальйон Сил 
спеціальних операцій 


(Радіо Свобода) -Україна «в одному з тренувальних центрів» по- 
чала підготовку інструкторів та одного батальйону Сил спеціальних 
операцій. Про це в ефірі Радіо Свобода повідомив заступник началь- 
ника головного управління військового співробітництва та миро- 
творчих операцій Генштабу ЗСУ Андрій Ординович. i 

За його словами, у підготовці беруть участь партнери зі США 1 
Литви. ae 

«Ви в суспільстві бачили різні дискусії. На сьогоднішній день 
крапка поставлена, структура створена», - сказав представник Ген- 
штабу. 

Ординович уточнив, що вже затверджена структура командування 
Сил спеціальних операцій і узгоджений протокол співпраці між шта- 
бом Сил спеціальних операцій НАТО і Збройними силами України. 

«Процес пішов, нам залишилось довести його до логічного за- 
вершення, - додав він. - У близькій перспективі ми будемо мати 
відповідні сили і засоби в Силах спеціальних операцій для адекватної 
відсічі збройній агресії з боку нашого північного сусіда». 

Новий рід військ - Сили спеціальних операцій - сформують В 
Україні до кінця року, заявляв раніше міністр оборони Степан Пол- 
торак, він пообіцяв, що у 2016 році вони зможуть виконувати бойові 
завдання. » 

Раніше народний депутат від «Блоку Петра Порошенка» Ірина Фріз 
звинуватила Генеральний штаб у зриві створення Сил спеціальних 
операцій, заявивши, що Генштаб не йде на контакти з представника" 


ми НАТО. Генеральний штаб ці звинувачення відкинув. 
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Shevchenko 
Foundation 


www.shevchenkofoundation.com 


Wednesday, March 2, 2016 at Palais Royale, a Lakeshore Blvd. W. Toronto 
6:30 рт ° Dinner: 7:30 рт 
| $250/Person $90/Students ° Call 416-233- 9700. 
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Jurors: KAREN CONNELLY, ie ровогу SHANDI MITCHELL 


Buday, Grant 
The Delusionist 


roy R MNCL Заміна 103 
PCLIVE GF VaR(te AVaRMENKD 


“THe SHOWMAN, ‘i 
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і History of Sudbury’s U 

4 University of British Coliimbia F Р; 


ACCORDING to BABA 


To foster cultural development in Canada through the Literary Arts and create 
opportunities for all Canadian writers to explore EA Canadian themes. 
es aoa) і, 
Presented biennially, the °25,000 prize recognizes a Canadian writer who best presents a Ukrainian Canadian theme with 
literary merit through poetry, drama, fiction, non-fiction or young people's literature. Each shortlisted author receives °1,000.00. 


WHEATLEY SADOWNIK 


BARRISTERS AND SOLIC{TORS 


May Christmas and the Holiday season 
bring you prosperities and happiness! 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


2000 SUN LIFE PLACE + 10123-99 STREET "ЕОМОМТОМ, ALBERTA « T5J 3H1 
TEL 780-423-6671 FAX 780-420-6327 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят ma 
Щисливого Нового Року! це 


SAUSAGE MAKERS™ 


Delicatessen Meat Market 
Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 
Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 
wieners, salami, and other "Famous Products" delicacies. 

Grass Fed Bison & Beef 
Wood Smoked Bacon & Sausages 
Smoked Turkeys 
Delicatessen Sausages and Cheese 
Naturally Fed Chickens 
Sausages - Gluten Free, 
No Added MSG, No Byproducts 
Kobassa with impeccable taste! 


™property ої |" Hot from our own smokehouses. 


CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LTD. 


630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 
Ph: 667-2981 


By Lorraine Manley 

A capacity crowd thanked the 
Sheptytsky Institute Choir of Ot- 
tawa with a standing ovation at 
its debut concert on November 7. 
Nearly 400 people filled St. Jo- 
seph’s Church in Oakville, On- 
tario to delight in sacred music and 
support the Institute’s scholarship 
fund. The fund will help students 
from Ukraine study at the Sheptyt- 
sky Institute. 

Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk, 


Northland Power has been 


deliverinc 


elligent energy 


to Canadian communities 
since 1987. Learn more 


out responsible Wind, 


NORTHLAND 
POWER 


Thermal, Solar and Hydro 


Website: www.daiprochoir.com ay 
Email: info@daiprochoir.com 
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a former student of the Sheptyt- 
sky Institute, spoke via video link. 
He delivered an endorsement of 
both the Institute and the scholar- 
ship fund. “In Ukraine we have the 
Ukrainian Catholic University; in 
Canada we have the Sheptytsky In- 
stitute. But students from Ukraine 
will not be able to come to Canada 
without your support.” He added, 
“T want our theology students from 
Ukraine to study at the Sheptytsky 
Institute in Canada.” 

Fr. Peter Galadza, acting direc- 
tor of the Institute and founder of 
the Institute’s Choir, opened the 
concert by noting that both the 
Synod of the Ukrainian Greco- 
Catholic Church and the govern- 
ment of Ukraine declared this year 
“The Year of Sheptytsky.” It marks 
the 150th anniversary of the Arch- 
bishop’s birth. He noted that the 
concert was first proposed by Bish- 
op Stephen Chmilar of Toronto as 
an Eparchial event. Fr. Galadza 
thanked him and Fr. Bohdan Bi- 
linsky, episcopal vicar, for their 
consistent support. Faith Goldy, 
a noted Toronto TV personality, 
served as MC. 

The newly formed Sheptytsky 
Institute Choir, under the direction 
of Uwe Lieflander, sang ten pieces 
in two sets. Many of the songs were 
in Ukrainian or Church Slavonic — 
a marvel, considering that more 
than half of its members are not of 
Ukrainian descent and the choir’s 


Разом з колядою желаєм Вам щиро, 
Щоб Вам все було весело й мило. 
Щасти Вам, Боже, а Ваша хата 

На щастя й радість хай буде багата, 
Добро хай приходить з кожного боку. 


Веселих 


Свят 


і щасливого Нового року! 


Wishing you all the joys and happiness ; 
of the Christmas Season. | 


RO Eames of Edmonton 


Р У 


«Хай на небі зірка ясно засіяє, 
а воля в Україну ножем ee pie 


і, же 


“fs 


У ча 
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Sheptytsky Institute Choir of Ottawa debuts at St. Joseph's Church in Oakville 


Sheptytsky Institute Choir receives 
standing ovation at debut concert 


first rehearsal was only in January 
of this year. 

Maestro Lieflander first gained 
renown as the conductor of a 
500-voice ensemble at World 
Youth Day in Toronto in 2002. Fr. 
Galadza noted: “We are so blessed 
to have a conductor of this caliber. 
And he is very professional while 
also fun.” 

The next group to perform was 
the St. Nicholas Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Church Choir of Toronto 
under the direction of the ener- 
getic Zhanna Zinchenko. The well- 
known ensemble, first established 
as a youth choir in 1985, performed 
five pieces including the debut of 
an Otche nash by Tatiana Yashvili 
of Kyiv. 

The choral sections were inter- 
spersed with speeches by Fr. Andriy 
Chirovsky, founder of the Sheptyt- 
sky Institute, and Yuri Broda, treas- 
urer of the Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky Institute Foundation. 
Fr. Andriy noted how important it 
was to honor Metropolitan Andrey 
by continuing his commitment to 
theological education. Mr. Broda, 
a chartered public accountant from 
Edmonton, stressed that the Insti- 
tute is the only educational institu- 
tion in the Western world working 
under Ukrainian Catholic auspices 
that offers accredited university- 
level programs in religious studies. 
Broda was accompanied by long- 
time Foundation members Donna 
Korban of Winnipeg and Motria 
Koropecky of Victoria, British Col- 
umbia. 

The third ensemble to sing was 
the award-winning Vesnivka Choir 
of Toronto. The women’s choir is 
celebrating its fiftieth anniversary 
this year. As always, Kvitka Kond- 
racki, Vesnivka’s founding artistic 
director, conducted with flare and 
virtuosity. A high point was when 
she conducted all three choirs 
together in the concluding prayer 
for Ukraine, Bozhe velykyi, ye- 
dynyi. 

In his concluding remarks, Fr. 
Galadza acknowledged the genius 
of Roman Hurko. “Seven of the 
pieces sung this evening by the 
choirs were by one composer — our 
own Toronto born, Roman Hurko!” 
He also noted the generosity of 
several patrons. Platinum sponsors 
were the Ihnatowyez Family Foun- 
dation and the Ukrainian Canadian 
Foundation of Taras Shevchenko. 
Jan (Thor) and Marta Ihnatowyez of 
Toronto have supported the arts for 
decades. Among the silver spon- 
sors were Fred and Irene Shlapak 
of Oakville. 

The concert can be viewed at 
<www.sheptytskyinstitute.ca>. 
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PHOTO — CASSIAN SOLTYKEVYCH 


The Ukrainian Male Chorus with guest performers, the Edmonton Metropolitan Chorus and Jubiloso! Concordia Handbells 


A Festive Mosaic — a valued Christmas tradition 


By Cheryl Balay 

The annual A Festive Mosaic 
produced by the Ukrainian Male 
Chorus of Edmonton has become 
an anticipated and valued Christ- 
mas tradition. 

It is a time when the sound of the 
Male Chorus spins throughout the 
historic cathedral and concert hall 
that is McDougall United Church. 
The ambience of the warm plaster 
walls and the original wood beams, 
tastefully decorated for the fes- 
tive season with poinsettias and 
wreaths set the mood even before 
the first strains of Dobriy vechir 
tobi harkened the arrival of the 
proud chorus in their processional 
through the audience aisles to the 
Stage. A rich set of seasonal songs, 
by masters Kyrylo Stetsenko, 
Stanyslav Liudkevych and Mykola 
Leontovych did not disappoint. It 
included a powerful performance 
of Boh Predvichniy, acknowledged 
with due respect as all stood in 
reverence. Although most pieces 
were a capella, Marcus Wasnea’s 
guitar accompaniment provided a 
different texture in Mykhailo Haiv- 
oronskyj 75 tender “On the Birth of 
Christ”. A special nod goes to the 
strength and mastery of the quartet 
Peter Tarnawsky, Greg Pacholok, 
Terry Baydala and Greg Yewchuk 
who were featured in “On the Jor- 
dan River’. 

The Ukrainian Male Chorus con- 
tinues to amaze with its seemingly 
effortless choral blend and nice dy- 
namic range. From forte to barely 
audible fade outs, they have their 
Own acoustic sound system in the 
controlled and inspired choices of 
director Orest Soltykevych. 

With the clarity of the tenors and 
the reverberation of the low bass 
notes, this chorus deserves extra 
kudos for expanding their repertoire 
by taking on carols and original 
works from many lands. Playing into 
the Festive Mosaic theme, tradition- 
al carols from Italy, France, Austria 


and Poland showcased a command 
of pronunciation and great use of 
phrasing. The arrangement of “Pat- 
a-pan” from Frances’s Burgundy re- 
gion was particularly well-suited to 
this Male Chorus, including Roman 
Soltykevych’s excellent piano ac- 
companiment. 

The chorus was _ particularly 
well-balanced in their treatment of 
the original Swedish song “Christ- 
mas, Glorious Christmas” but it 
was the American composer Jay 
Althouse’s original “Good News!” 
with its energetic, rhythmic pulsing 
that brought the crowd to its feet 
for one of two standing ovations. 

There were two guest groups at 
this year’s Mosaic. The Edmon- 
ton Metropolitan Chorus were 60 
singers strong at this performance, 
about double the size of the Ukrain- 
ian Male Chorus. Conductor David 
Garber is known for his creative 
programming. With accompanist 
Remi Do at the piano, he re-erected 
a touching performance of “Once 
in Royal David’s City” featuring a 
mother-daughter duo of Erica and 
Violet Slevin, performed a few 
years ago for the Christmas Bureau 
at the Winspear Centre for Music. 
Victor Johnson’s arrangement of 
the traditional carol “African Noel” 
brought out the Metropolitan Chor- 
us’s energy, but it was Edmonton’s 
own Trent Worthington’s arrange- 
ment of the “Huron Carol”, with 
David Garber’s clever addition of 
Inuit throat singers Jenna Broom- 
field and Malaya Bishop that was 
the true gem of Edmonton Metro- 
politan Chorus’s appearance. What 
a true multi-cultural mosaic! 

And who doesn’t like handbells 
at Christmas? Guests “Jubiloso! 
Concordia Handbells” added a 
truly enjoyable element to the even- 
ing with exceptional sound and 
stunning visuals, including some 
very large bells. A French Carol, a 
Polish Carol, a Canadian’s arrange- 
ment of “We Three Kings” and 


Leroy Anderson’s “Sleigh Ride” 
added greatly to the program. A 
cool swinging arrangement with 
motifs from “Shchedryk”, com- 
plete with multiple meter changes, 
paid tribute to Ukrainian culture on 
this special evening. The syncopa- 
tion, phrasing, clean cuts and var- 
iety of bell technique were impres- 


sive. This ensemble, too, drew a 
standing ovation with an encore of 
a galloping “We Wish You A Merry 
Christmas”. 

The entire crowd participated in 
some sing-along carols, and all art- 
ists performed together in the grand 
finale of “Angels We Have Heard 
on High”. It was truly glorious to 


witness again the esteemed and 
highly respected Ukrainian Male 
Chorus of Edmonton in its annual 
invitational Christmas concert. 
May the new year bring even more 
success to them. If you missed it 
this year, mark your calendars for 
Saturday, December 3, 2016 for 
next year’s show! 


TUESDAY JAN 19 


2016 


10:00AM - 2:00PM 


At the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village 


Celebrate the Ukrainian Christmas 
season at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village with one of the most important 
holidays of the Eastern Rite. 


Food services provided by the 
Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society 


Admission is charged | Act 
change due to incleiy 


ae | 25 


ukrainianvillage.ca 


Христос Раждається! 
Славім Иого! 


UKRAINIAN PYSANKA FESTIVAL 2016 
VEGREVILLE, JULY 1, 2,3 


Join us for Vegreville's 43rd Annual 
Ukrainian Cultural Showcase 


+ 3 Days of Music, Song, Dance, Folk Arts & Food 
+ Grandstand Shows, Pioneer Demos, and Folk Art Exhibit. 
* On Site RV Camping & Tenting 


Vegreville Cultural Association 
Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph: 780-632-2777, Fax: 780-632-2770 


Website: www.PysankaFestival.com 
Email; info@PysankaFestiyal.com 


ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
СЛАВТЕ ЙОГО! 


Уа і, ВЕСЕЛИХ І ЩАСЛИВИХ СВЯТ 


б БАЖАЄ ЕДМОНТОНСЬКА 
СТАНИЦЯ ПЛАСТУ 


це бізнесмени, 


(Прес-служба Львівської 
бізнес-школи УКУ)--«Що 
Україні потрібно від бізнесу? 
Україні потрібна ОУН-Б, де «Б» 
- це бізнесмени. Нам потрібна 


організація українських 
бізнесменів, які б між собою 
підтримували зв'язок, твори- 


ли горизонтальну мережу по 
країні, і які, коли прийде війна, 
могли б втримати країну», - таку 
думку висловила Оксана За- 
бужко, відома письменниця та 
літератор. Вона стала спікером 
дискусійного клубу «Бізнес 
Сгедо» - майданчику, який за- 
снувала Львівська бізнес-школа 
УКУ для діалогу бізнесу та 
лідерів суспільної думки. 
Зустріч " на тему «Культура 
як національний наратив. Чи 
може бути успішною країна без 
СУ?» відвідали близько сотні 
підприємців. 

За | словами письменниці, 
Україна перебуває в 
інформаційному вакуумі: «Це 
війна за те, хто продасть світові 
правдивішу i  переконливішу 
історію, а ми цієї війни ще 
навіть не починали. Україна не 
має шансів потрапити до клубу 
регіональних країн-лідерів без 
власної story, не може провести 
успішних реформ. Розмовляють з 
політичними лідерами тих країн, 
які мають за собою історію. A 
Україна не говорить сама про 
себе. За 24 роки незалежності 
ми не запропонувала Заходові 
власної story. Власне, завдяки 
цьому виграє Путін, бо він свою 
story має, І найгірше, що ми досі 
не усвідомили необхідності цієї 
історії, після якої Путін не зможе 
сказати західним лідерам “this is 


The Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation is grateful to its donors in Canada for their support об 
the Ukrainian Catholic University throughout the year. 


Now, more than ever, our Church and society in Ukraine require a new generation of faithful, talented 


and highly educated leaders. Thanks to your generosity and giving spirit, 


we are confident that the 
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Україні потрібна ОУН-Б, де «Б», 


Оксана Забужко 


Оксана Забужко 


not really a country”. 

«Ви візьмете на роботу лю- 
дину без CV?», - запитує пись- 
менниця. | Оксана Забужко 
розповіла, що зацікавлені західні 
симпатики України запитува- 
ли її минулого року, чому ми 
досі не підготували і не вида- 
ли англійською мовою історію 
України максимум Ha 60-80 
сторінок, з якої кожен іноземець 
зрозуміє, що таке Україна, в чому 
причини конфлікту з Росією, 
який наш бекграунд. «Світові 
потрібно розуміти, хто ми є. 
Story - це наратив, це оповідь 
країни про саму себе. Це власна 
історія 1 культура, викладена для 
загального популярного вжит- 
ку», - пояснює Оксана Забужко. 

На запитання від модерато- 
ра зустрічі. Оксани "Семенюк, 
якими, на думку письменниці, 
є | найважливіші досягнення 
українців за останніх два роки, 
Оксана Забужко відповіла: «Ми 
зробили чудо - нам вдалось про- 
кинутись! Нам вдалось те, чого 
Польща 1 Франція не змогли зро- 
бити досі, вони перебувають на 
тому рівні, що ми у 2008-2010 
роках, і вони ще не зрозуміли 
формату та масштабу загроз, а 
бачать світ у режимі локальних 


конфліктів. Українцям вдалось 
втриматись і видряпатися із шан- 
сом на майбутнє. Все, що зараз 
відбувається, це справа війни за 
інформацію, за знання, за медіа, 
війни за вибудовування мережі 
знаючих, "нетворку притомних". 
Ми маємо творити горизонтальні 
мережі інформації», - наголоси- 
ла Оксана Забужко. 

Довідка: Участь у зустрічах 
дискусійного клубу «Бізнес 
Credo» - це можливість для 
власників Ta топ-менеджерів 
поспілкуватись у форматі «busi- 
ness talk) із провідними мисли- 
телями та лідерами суспільної 
думки в українському Ta 
міжнародному середовищі. 

Гостями попередніх зустрічей 
були: президент Українського 
католицького. університету вла-. 
дика Борис Гудзяк, відомий 
польський режисер Кшиштоф 
Зануссі, український  правоза- 
хисник, публіцист Мирослав 
Маринович, Блаженніший Лю- 
бомир Гузар, відомий науковець 
та історик Ярослав Грицак, ви- 
давець і поет Іван Малкович, 
публіцист та літературознавець 
Євген Сверстюк (1928-2014 р.р.), 
громадський діяч та український 
підприємець Валерій Пекар. 


Суд заборонив 
діяльність KITY 


(Радіо Свобода) -Окружний адміністративний суд міста Київ 
заборонив діяльність Комуністичної партії України. 

Як повідомляє прес-служба суду, розгляд справи за позовом 
Міністерства юстиції до КПУ про заборону її діяльності завершили, 
суд задовольнив позов Мін'юсту у повному обсязі, заборонивши 


діяльність Компартії. 


У суді зауважують, що справа розглядалась за участю третьої 
особи - уповноваженого Верховної Ради України з прав людини. 


Раніше Окружний 


адмінсуд Києва 


припинив діяльність 


Комуністичної партії України (оновленої) та Комуністичної партії 


робітників і селян. 


У липні минулого року Міністерство юстиції подало судовий 


позов про остаточну заборону Компартії. 
Улітку цього року Міністерство юстиції заборонило комуністам 


at UCU України брати участь у місцевих виборах - під заборону потрапила 
не лише Комуністична партія України, а також Комуністична партія 
України (оновлена) i Комуністична партія робітників та селян. 

Як пояснив міністр юстиції Павло Петренко, Міністерство 
юстиції є тим органом, який здійснює перевірку політичних партій 
на предмет, чи їхня діяльність, пропаганда та символіка не підпадає 
під заборону. Міністерство сформувало незалежну комісію, яка 
надала висновки: комуністичні партії порушували найменуванням, 
символікою, статутом та програмою закон «Про засудження 
кому чістичного та націонал-соціалістичного тоталітарних режимів 
в Україні». Сьогодні суд не задовольнив 10308 Комуністичної партії 


України про оскарження цих дій Мін'юсту. 


Comprehensive Campaign for the construction of a new campus and the creation of new progr 
in Lviv will reach its goal. Your continued generosity will allow UCU to form and educate 
‘ANew Generation for а New Ukraine”! 


Thank you, dear friends for supporting the Comprehensive Campaign of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University. Blessings to you and yours during this holiday season! 


Ukrainian Сатноміс Epucation ni FOUNDATION (САМАРА) 
263 Bering Avenue Тогопіо, ОМ М87 ЗА5 
phone: (416) 239-2495 « e-mail: іпіо(Фисеїса є website: www.ucef.org 
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Next issue in 4 weeks 


The next issue of Ukrainian News 
will come out in four weeks as the 
staff will be taking a Christmas break 
from December 24 to January 7. 


думами hae Sebi Славім Його! 


Teacher Daria Porochiwnyk instructs the students who are preparing the meal in the kitchen of St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish Hall, which is located next to Austin O’Brien School. 


Iron Chef contest held at 
Austin O’Brien High School 


(ULEC/CIUS)—On October 
29th, students at Austin O’Brien 
High School in Edmonton took 
part in a Flex Day — a day when 
students can concentrate on their 
own educational needs and decide 
which teacher to work with in or- 
der to improve their competency in 
a certain subject. 

With the intention of engaging 
students enrolled in the Ukrainian 
bilingual program by immersing 
them in а Ukrainian-language en- 
vironment and better acquainting 
them with cultural traditions, 
Daria Porochiwnyk organized an 
original event: an Iron Chef-style 
Ukrainian cooking contest. Stu- 
dents tried their hand at cooking, 
while competing for the team title 
of “top chef’ and practicing their 
language skills at the same time. As 
described by student, Andriy Fesh, 
“this was a very enjoyable experi- 
ence, where we got to express our 
culture and identity.” Added Nicole 
Holovati: “this was a great way to 
acquire hands-on knowledge of 
practical, everyday Ukrainian.” 

A total of 18 students took part in 
the event, with teams consisting of 
four to five participants. The con- 
test itself was based on the world 
famous TV show originally airing 
in Japan and then North America. 
The premise of the show is simple: 
each team is given an identical 


of the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress Alberta Provincial Council, 
Khrystyna Bobylyak from Alberta 
Education, and Oksana Perets from 
the Ukrainian Language Education 
Centre at the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies, University of 
Alberta — based their scores on 
criteria that included taste, team 
participation, neatness, food pres- 
entation, and creativity, as well as 
recipe comprehension since this 
contest doubled as an opportunity 
to use their language skills. For this 
reason, bonus points were awarded 
for using the Ukrainian language, 
instead of English, in working with 
their teammates. 

Selecting the winners was no 
easy task, as the judges were im- 
pressed by the culinary talent of the 
students, in addition to their crea- 
tivity and participation. Each team 
won in a particular category, with 
the overall most points awarded 
to the team that went by the name 
of “the Ukrainians” consisting of 
Mykola Velychko, Vladyslay Dmy- 
truk, Andriy Sozansky, and Andriy 
Fesh. The contestants enjoyed this 
new and different class activity, 
which ultimately gave them an op- 
portunity to enjoy the Ukrainian 
language and culture in practice. 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Alberta Provincial Council 


me 0 
recipe to prepare, with judges de- ce ; 
termining the winner. In this case, укоаїнськів номіомалуне оведномна комода 
however, the recipes and ingredient | оеганізація укодіїнок амодії wonvre Bocaire 
list were written in Ukrainian and | Р money ученіжьного зецікаюлнного. rn 
were prepared by Olena Hartsula, | ee - - 

Special Language Advisor for 
Ukrainian Language and Culture 
at Alberta Education. The dishes 
that she chose were borshch with 
dumplings, and then sour cream 
apple pie for dessert. 

The judges — Daria Luciw 


Russia loots 


Ukrainian oil rigs 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has accused 
Russia of looting two of its oil rigs 
after the Crimea-based oil and gas 


ть ЧО 

firm Chornomornaftogaz moved Ше | og і nas за a ‘a 
Black Sea rigs into Russian territor- | a a oe is 4 pee ий |. AS oH 
ial waters. Russia seized Chorno- и 5 У foe каб ій Sst 


mornaftogaz, formerly a state-owned 
Ukrainian company, when it illegal- 
ly annexed the Crimean Peninsula in 
2014. On December 14, Chornomor- 
naftogaz said it moved the two oil 


7 . 4 
rigs, worth about $357 million, from - з eee J ae ree 1068098 te 
a location in international waters | DY TMA Tia з ру зроб орі 
about 150 kilometers off the coast ai? eS ee d 
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if you like this paper, but 
have not yet subscribed 


Ensure you get each issue 
delivered to your home 


Subscribe to Ukrainian News 


PRICES: 

In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $40.00 (CND) (GST included) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $75.00 (CND) (GST included) 

In the U.S.: 1 Year (24 Issues) $65.00 (US) 

Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: $125 


Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque or 
money order payable to Ukrainian News to: 
Ukrainian News 
PO Box 38006, RPO Capilano 
Edmonton, AB, T6A 3Y6 


Subscribe by Phone 


Ukrainian News accepts VISA and Mastercard: 


Call (780) 488-3693 


By Linda Diebel, Toronto Star 
Chrystia Freeland had what she 

thought would be the final chat 

with Justin Trudeau about running 


Найкращі Різдв'яні побажання 
Христос Раждається! 


Energy Solutions | 
Grod б Borys Chartchenko 
n rie 


www.todanene 


a 


З Різдвом Христовим та Новим Роком! 


As we enjoy the blessings of life in Canada during this very special 
time of year, our hearts and minds turn to our brothers and sisters 
in Ukraine. We extend to them this heartfelt wish: may the coming 
year bring peace and prosperity to Ukraine and her people. May 
God watch over Ukraine and bless her sons and daughters fighting 
for their freedom and beloved homeland. 


. 


Слава Україні! 
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for the Liberals in July 2013. On 
the phone from her Manhattan 
home, she again turned him down. 

It was part of a process that began 
eight months earlier when she 
met Trudeau — then a leadership 
hopeful — at a Toronto signing for 
her book, Plutocrats. 

She and Trudeau clicked 
immediately. Both are extroverts 
and natural politicians who share 
similar views. He loved her book 
and its theme of the hollowing out 
of the middle class — so much 
that it would become his campaign 
bible. 

Afterwards, his top people, Katie 
Telford and Gerald Butts, kept in 
touch with her. In fact, the wooing 
of Freeland and her star power was 
an intricate dance. It was subtle, 
sophisticated, and, it would appear, 
with no big move until necessary. 

It became necessary in June 2013 
when Bob Rae gave Trudeau, by 
then party leader, a heads-up that 
he planned to resign his Toronto 
Centre seat. 

A couple of days later, Freeland 
was in Ottawa for a speech and met 
Trudeau for breakfast. No pressure. 
Instead, she says Trudeau wore flip- 
flops on a Saturday morning and 
“asked me if I might be interested” 
in running to replace Rae. 

Back home, she mulled it over 
for a month before telling Telford 
and Butts that, regretfully, she 
couldn’t accept. 

They asked if Trudeau could call 
her in New York. 

Freeland made it clear to them 
that were she single, instead of 
married with three kids, she would 
accept in a heartbeat. She was 
ready to give up her top-tier job in 
journalism for Thomson Reuters, 
but wouldn’t compromise on her 
family. 

She explained that to Trudeau 
but the phone call didn’t quite end 
as planned. Hers was, she admits 
now, a “soft no.” That meant, she 
says, she wanted to be sure he 
understood she took the offer very 
seriously and that it was an honour. 
He was sympathetic and she says 
she was impressed by how sensitive 
he was to the needs of family. 

Trudeau’s most intoxicating 
argument for Freeland was the 
emotional appeal of serving the 
country. “Inall ofourconversations, 
the idea of public service was very 
important to him,” she says. “And 
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Chrystia Freeland represents the riding of University-Rosedale and has been given an influential role in the 
new Liberal cabinet as minister of international trade. (Photo Carlos Osorio) 


How Chrystia Freeland became 
Justin Trudeau’s first star 


it is to me too.” 

She says Trudeau made it very 
clear “there were no guarantees.” It 
would be a “contested nomination” 
for the candidate to replace Rae. No 
promises about the by-election and 
none for the next general election. 

There may have been “no 
guarantees” — and it was important 
it be seen that way — but there 
certainly would be high-powered 
help from senior Liberals. 

She had more long talks with her 
family and decided it could work 
for everybody. Not long after, she 
accepted Trudeau’s offer. 

On July 26, 2013, Freeland left 
journalism to join the Liberals. 
She won the nomination and the 
by-election in Toronto Centre that 
fall, becoming the first big “get” 
for Trudeau. Then last month, she 
won the redistributed riding of 
University-Rosedale in the Oct. 19 
election. 

Soon after, she had a date with 
a cabinet swearing-in at Rideau 
Hall and, at 47, became the new 
minister of international trade and 
head of the cabinet committee on 
Canada-U.S. relations. 

Her whole life, from its unusual 
beginnings on the Peace River, had 
been leading up to that point. 

Memories from Alberta’s Peace 
River country make Freeland’s 
heart soar. 

“T had a wonderful childhood,” 
she says, recalling the place where 
she was born. “It was magical.” 

Alberta’s fertile northern frontier, 
500 kilometres north of Edmonton, 
instilled love to last a lifetime. 

ЗТ remember coming home from 
working in the fields with my 
grandfather one day in the summer 
and he stopped and said to me: 
"Уои know, what I love most about 
the farm is that every field has a 
different view and every one is 
beautiful.” 

“He loved the Peace River so 
much,” she says of John Wilbur 
Freeland. His father was John, so 
he became Wilbur — wartime flyer, 
rodeo Бгопс rider, boxer under 
the name “Pretty Boy Freeland,” 
lawyer and farmer. 

Through him, she’s linked to her 
family’s homesteading past. He put 
her and her only sibling, Natalka, 
on a big brown mare named 
Princess when they could barely 
hang on. And when she was 12 and 
Natalka 10, he gave them horses 
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for Christmas. When her mare got 
sick one winter, her dad let Misty 
stay in the basement. 

But politics was bred inher bones. 
Both parents were lawyers, having 
studied law at the University of 
Alberta. Her father, Donald, ran for 
the provincial Liberals under Nick 
Taylor, a move his daughter calls a 
“suicide mission” in Alberta, and 
her late mother, Halyna Chomiak 
Freeland, ran unsuccessfully for the 
New Democrats. (A great-uncle, 
Ged Baldwin, was a crusading 
“Red Tory” MP.) 

“J remember being surrounded 
by politics from the moment I was 
born,” she says. 

Through her mother’s parents, 
Michael Chomiak and Alexandra 
Loban Chomiak, Freeland is rooted 
in the immigrant experience, the 
other major influence on her life. 

The Chomiaks saw themselves 
as political refugees from Soviet- 
occupied Ukraine, and loved 
Canada. 

“All my grandparents loved 
Canada but my Ukrainian 
grandfather was the most 
passionate,” says Freeland, who 
was born Christina Alexandra and 
adopted the name’s Ukrainian 
form. “I remember his kids once 
saying something mildly critical 
of Canada. He pounded his fist on 
the table and said he’d lived in six 
countries and Canada was the best 
in the world.” 

Michael Chomiak was a lawyer 
and journalist before the Second 

World War, but “they knew the 
Soviets would invade western 
Ukraine (and) fled ... and, like a lot 
of Ukrainians, ended up after the 


war in a displaced persons camp, 


in Germany where ту mother was 
born.” 

Along the way Michael and 
Alexandra had six children, the 
last two born in Canada. They 
lived in poverty after they arrived; 
he couldn’t practise or go to law 
school and eventually worked for 
years as a lab assistant. 

“(Their experience) hada very big 
effect on me,” Freeland says. “They 
had heated political discussions ... 
They were also committed to the 
idea, like most in the (Ukrainian) 
diaspora, that Ukraine would one 
day be independent and that the 
community had a responsibility to 
the country they had been forced to 
flee ... to keep that flame alive.” 

From her mother, Halyna, a 
feminist and activist who used 
the law to fight for social justice, 
Freeland learned how strong 
women can be. Her parents 
divorced when she was 9, and she 
lived with both her mother and 
her father, who remarried: Carol 
Freeland says Chrystia once told 
her, “You’re my mother too.” 

Halyna worked hard to have her 
two girls speak Ukrainian at home, 
telling them: “People in (Soviet) 
Ukraine aren’t allowed to speak it.” 
Her daughter honours the tradition. 

It’s tough to corral Donald long- 
distance from Toronto to talk about 
his politician daughter. Finally, he 
calls from his pickup truck on his 
way home at dusk. He’s 71 and 
Was “swathing” canola, working 
the 2,500 hectares that grew from 
just 12 hectares under the original 
Freeland homesteaders. 

He broke up much of that acreage 
himself, riding a tractor that pulled 
a local Vegreville breaking plow, 
often with his little girl Chrystia 
beside him. 

Donald is proud of both 
daughters, and says of Chrystia, 
“There was nothing she wouldn’t 


try ... We always talked about 
social problems and it was always 


interesting.” 
Recently, old friends and 
acquaintances, even Chrystia’s 


grade school teachers, have stopped 
him on the street or called to praise 
her political success. 

One can almost see him grinning. 

A mass grave holding thousands 
of Ukrainians murdered under 
Soviet dictator Josef Stalin before 
the Second World War helped 
change the course of Freeland’s 
life. 

It was March 1989. She was 21 
and a Harvard exchange student at 
the University of Kyiv. She worked 
as a “fixer” for New York Times 
reporter Bill Keller by setting up a 
visit to Bykivnya, near Kyiv, and 
translating for him. 

“T saw how important Bill was 
to these people,’ Freeland says 
of older Ukrainians who told him 
their stories. “I saw how. they 
looked at Bill and how important 
he was in their lives ... I’m sure he 
was a large part of why I became a 
journalist.” 

For more than half а century, 
the line was that occupying Nazis 
were responsible for Bykivnya and 
other mass graves. Keller’s story 
was part of the unravelling of that 
fiction. 

Freeland translated for people 
who’d  зееп tarpaulin-covered 
trucks move into the pine forests of 
Bykivnya at night and “puddles of 
blood in the road.” They knew the 
killings predated the Nazi invasion 
and believed the executions, there 
and elsewhere, were the work of 
Stalin’s secret; police, precursors to 
the KGB. Now that they were old 
and, frail, their voices were finally 
being heard. 

A quarter-century later, Freeland 
sits in the Rosedale townhouse she 
shares with her husband, New York 
Times reporter Graham Bowley, 
and their three children. Freeland, 
petite at five foot two, is casual 
in jeans. She apologizes for her 
“messy” home but it’s more the 
clutter of a busy family at the end 
of a day. (The home’s $1.3-million 
price tag became the subject of 
media stories but she said she 
would “never apologize for having 
had a _ successful international 
career.) 

In a busy kitchen, she reflects 
on how her journalism path was 
set after Bykivnya. She graduated 
in history and literature from 
Harvard and began to freelance 
from Kyiv. “It was real work and I 
was impatient to get back to it,” she 
says, of why she earned her Oxford 
M.A. in Slavic studies as a Rhodes 
Scholar in only a year. 

There could have been no better 
occupation for the young Freeland. 
She learned that the official story 
is often wrong. The lesson was to 
believe her own eyes and search for 
the truth for herself. 

Freeland was stunned by a 
speech by U.S. president George 
H.W. Bush in Kyiv in August 1991, 
urging independence-minded 
Ukrainians to work with the hated 
Soviet Union — which would 
implode four months later. “It was 
a moment of cognitive dissonance 
for me. My Ukrainian grandparents 
had a better understanding of what 
was going on.” 

She was unimpressed by a White 
House press corps that didn’t 
venture outside to gauge the public 
mood. 

She took these lessons to the 
Financial Times, where she would 
run the Moscow bureau and later 


serve in senior management. She 
would also hold senior positions at 
the Globe and Mail in Toronto and 
Thomson Reuters in New York. 

She met fellow reporter Bowley 
in London and connected because 
he, too, grew up on a farm. They 
married in two ceremonies for their 
families and went on to juggle 
career postings that meant their 
children were born in different 
cities — Natalka, 14, in Toronto; 
Halyna, 10, in London; and Ivan, 
6, in New York. 

Freeland also published two 
books — Sale of the Century: The 
Inside Story of the Second Russian 
Revolution in 2000; and, in 2012, 
bestselling Plutocrats: The Rise of 
the New Global Super-Rich and the 
Fall of Everyone Else. 

Freeland is at ease talking 
with people and would likely 
ace the social game on Survivor. 
She’s made powerful friends 
and contacts that have made her 
even more valuable to the Liberal 
party. She referred to former U.S. 
treasury secretary Larry Summers 
as “my dear friend ... probably 
the smartest person I know,” when 
introducing him to the annual 
Liberal convention in 2014. 

“Many members of the global 
super-elite have helped me to 
understand. their world and some 
have become friends,” she writes 
in Plutocrats. She cites David 
Thomson, 3rd Baron Thomson 
of Fleet and chair of Thomson 
Reuters, as an “important friend 
and teacher.” Geoff Beattie, then 
president of the Thomson family’s 
private holding company, hosted 
a book launch for Plutocrats in 
Toronto in November 2012. It was 
there that she met Trudeau. 

By the time she left journalism 
at the end of July 2013, she had 
become a political insider, friends 
with Telford and Butts, now chief 
of staff and principal secretary 
in the PMO. The inner circle of 
Trudeaucrats around the boss is 
tight, and Freeland says Butts has 
a “no a: 5 Tule.” 

Perhaps her best contact was 
Margaret Trudeau. 


Russian proxy fighters occupy strategic 


“She’s really charismatic,” 
says Freeland. “She said, ‘I’m 
so glad you’re on my son’s 
team. I’m sure you’re very 
smart but I know you must 
have strong values too. My 
son must have thought (that) 
because it’s what he values: 
doing things for the right 
reasons.’ 

At Trudeau’s  swearing- 
in at Rideau Hall, his new 
international trade minister, 
barely up to his sternum, 
practically lifted him off the 
ground in an embrace. 

Freeland, in her customary 
red dress, wore the widest grin 
and gave the biggest hugs of 
the day. She was ecstatic and 
not afraid to show it. 

For that Noy. 4 ceremony, 
she sat with her 6-year-old 
son, Ivan, in her lap, smiling 


softly and whispering to him. 
Freeland was clearly 
channelling -her mother, 


Halyna. She was four-foot- 
ten, and called “the little 
communist.” She | обеп 
quoted feminist icon Emma 
Goldman to Chrystia, and her 
favourite line was: “If I can’t 
dance, I don’t want to be part 
of your revolution.” 

Her daughter is at the dance. 
Since her appointment, she’s 
been studying the massive 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 
trade deal, signed by the 
Conservatives and released 
online during her first week 
on the job. With the fine 
print now revealed, there are 
more concerns about what 
Canadians may be giving up. 
She’s holding the hot potato 
along with her boss, and 
neither has said where they 
stand on a deal that can’t be 
amended by Parliament, only 
accepted or rejected. 

Freeland was with Trudeau 
at the APEC conference in 
Manila last week when U.S. 
President Barack Obama, 
the TPP’s biggest booster, 
jumped the gun and said both 


philosophy 
“simply Canadian” and says Canadian 
culture will be important for her at the 
cabinet table. She believes Canadians 
must see their own lives reflected in their 
art and culture or Деу" think that real, ~ 
life is something that happens to other 
people and in accents other than their 


17 


the U.S. and Canada “would soon be 


signatories.” 


She described her own political 
аз being 


in Plutocrats 


own (to quote an old Aussie B-movie). 


After Manila, Freeland appeared on 


Real Time With Bill Maher, where she 
praised Canada’s policies on Syrian 
refugees before a panel that was at times 
condescending. The show at one point 
identified her as “prime minister of 


international trade.” 


Freeland faces political challenges 
while trying to be, well, nice. So far, 
she’s lived in an essentially courteous 


world. 


Halyna taught her to be aware and\~ 
kind. When she was in an enrichment 
class at school in Edmonton, her mother 
said, “That’s wonderful but what about 
your friends who don’t get to go to 
enrichment classes? How do you think 
they feel? Don’t you think they would 
enjoy going?” She nudged her daughter 
into organizing a protest in grade school. 

Halyna, who died in 2007, helped give 
her daughters the tools. Is it any wonder 
she accepted Trudeau’s offer to serve? 
Big Apple journalists who raised an 
eyebrow at the unexpected move surely 


didn’t know her. 
But do we know her better? 


“She surprised many soon after her 
arrival,” says Ottawa-based consultant 
Robin Sears. “Journalists rarely make 
the leap to politics successfully. She has 
— by choosing her topics, her messages 


and her events with caution. 


“As with all the other ‘greenie’ 
ministers, however, how well she makes 
the move from opposition international 
policy guru to effective international 
trade minister is the acid test for her and 


for this government.” 


The public can begin to gauge her_ 
mettle for themselves when a new 
Parliament opens on Thursday. The girl 
who grew up on a farm in Alberta and 
finally said yes to Trudeau will be sitting 
near him in the Commons — with the 


power to make a difference. 


village on approaches to Mariupol 


By Euan MacDonald, Kyiv Post 

Fighters from one of the Russian- 
backed armed groups that have 
seized control of parts of Ukraine’s 
Donetsk Oblast have occupied a 
strategic village near Mariupol, 
Ukraine’s military said on Dec. 22. 

A group of about 100 fighters en- 
tered the village of Kominternovo, 
which straddles one of the main 
roads leading into Mariupol from 
the east, on the morning of Dec. 
22, ОКкгаїпіап military spokesman 
Anton Myronovych told Ukrainian 
television’s 112 Ukraina channel. 

“According to our informa- 
tion, (the fighters) have armored 
vehicles, possibly even tanks and 
other weapons, which is prohibited 
by the Minsk (peace) agreements,” 
Myronovych said. 

He described the occupation of 
the village as a “large-scale pro- 
vocation,’ and said the armed 
forces had reported the move to 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe — the or- 
ganization that is supposed to be 
policing a ceasefire regime and a 
zone free of heavy weapons agreed 


under the Minsk peace deal. 

“In this way they want to 
provoke us into taking retalia- 
tory action, perhaps by liber- 
ating the settlement with the 
use of heavy weapons,” Myr- 
onovych said. 

From Kominternovo, the 
city of Mariupol would be 
within the range of 120 mm 
mortar shells, he said. 

Alexander Zakharchenko, 
the leader of several Russian- 
backed armed groups that 
have seized control in part 
of Ukraine’s Donetsk Oblast, 
has said several times that his 
fighters intend to take control 
of the key southern port city 
of Mariupol, and even extend 
the area they control to the 
borders of the whole of Don- 
etsk Oblast. 

Russian-backed armed 
groups have been in control 
of about a third of the area of 
Donetsk Oblast since Septem- 
ber 2014, when a peace deal 
between the groups and the 
Ukrainian armed forces was 


agreed in the Belarusian capital Minsk. 
The agreement included a ceasefire 
and withdrawal of weapons from the | 
front line between the two sides, but 
neither condition has ever been fully re- 


spected. 


After a flare up of fighting at the end 
of 2014 and in early 2015, the sides met 
in Minsk again to agree on a way to ful- 


fill the previously agreed peace deal. 


However, on Feb. 18, 2015, just days — 
after the signing of that “Minsk II” agree- 
ment on Feb. 12, the Russian-backed 
armed groups, allegedly with the aid of 
Russian regular troops, launched an of- 
fensive to take the key strategic town of 
Debaltseve. The town had been under the 
control of Ukrainian forces at the time a 
Feb. 15 ceasefire agreed in Minsk was 


supposed to have come into effect. 


The Ukrainian military has reported 
a sharp uptick in the number of attacks 
made on Ukrainian positions in the Don- 
bas conflict zone in recent weeks. It said 
39 attacks were made on Dec. 21, and 
in prior days the number has exceeded 
50 per day — figures comparable to those 
seen during the period of increased hos- 
tilities that flared up in the Donbas this 


summer. 
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Волонтери знайшли точку, де 
продавали сухпайки Міноборони 


Юлія Чепюк, Радіо Свобода 

14 грудня волонтери виявили точку про- 
дажу сухих пайків Міноборони, яка була 
розташована у приміщенні їдальні Жи- 
томирського  торговельно-економічного 
коледжу. Орендар приміщення, за сло- 
вами волонтерів, вимкнув телефон, коли 
"вони намагалися з ним зв'язатися, але 
в приміщення продажу сухпайків вони 
таки потрапили. Працівники поліції ви- 
лучили коробки з сухими пайками і опи- 
тують очевидців. 

Про те, що у Житомирському 
торговельно-єкономічному коледжі про- 
дають сухі пайки зі штампом Міноборони, 
які мали б бути надіслані українським 
військовослужбовцям, голові правління 
«Українського фонду благодійності» Лесі 
Морозовій повідомили студенти навчаль- 
ного закладу. Жінка вирішила перевірити 
інформацію і сама пішла у їдальню перед 
_THM, як зчинити галас. 

«Я звикла перевіряти інформацію. Ду- 
маю, піду, подивлюся, Я зайшла вільно, 
відкрила двері 1 оніміла: стоять усі ці 
коробки... Взяла пакет і вийшла. Одра- 
зу подзвонила нашому народному депу- 
тату Бориславу Розенблату (парламен- 
тар від «Блоку Порошенка» - ред.), у 
поліцію, військову прокуратуру, іншим 
волонтерам. Словом, підняла на- ноги 
громадськість, щоб люди бачили, коли 
ми допомагаємо, останні краплинки 
збираємо для наших військових на фронт, 
і продукти збираємо, і теплі речі, наші 
хлопці сидять голодні, а людина просто 
наживається», - розповідає волонтер. 

Поки Леся Морозова кликала на до- 
помогу активістів та правоохоронців, 
їдальня зачинилася. Директора коледжу 
намісці не було, а завідувачка повідомила, 
що ключів у неї немає, бо приміщення 
вже понад рік здають в оренду. Навіть 
договір оренди показала. У ньому сказа- 
но, що їдальню з 10 лютого 2014 року у 
регіонального відділення Фонду держ- 
майна України орендує фізична особа 
підприємець (ФОП) Табенський. 

Номер телефону підприємця, як i 
ключів, завідувачка спершу не могла 


-Знайти, втім, пізніше Табенського таки 
видзвонили, каже Леся Морозова. «Він 
нас просто послав. Сказав, що не приїде, 


а Україні - 


Христос Рождається! 
Славімо Його! 
З нагоди Різдвяних свят 
Бажаємо всім Миру, Віри і Любови, 
Перемоги та Відродження. 


а потім і зовсім вимкнув телефон», — 
повідомила вона. 

Представники поліції відмовилися за- 
ходити в їдальню без згоди орендаря. Ди- 
ректор коледжу теж. 

Більше чотирьох годин активісти та во- 
лонтери чекали перед входом. І лише пізно 
ввечері у супроводі народного депутата 
України Борислава Розенблата їм вдалося 
потрапити всередину їдальні. Те, що вони 
побачили всередині, людей шокувало. 

«Ми зараз перебуваємо у приміщенні 
їдальні Житомирського  торговельно- 
економічного коледжу. Ось бачимо короб- 
ки з сухими пайками, консервами, які були 
призначені для наших військових. Судячи 
з усього, сухі пайки тут розбиралися, вий- 
малися з пакетів і продавалися окремо. 
Це дуже прикрий випадок, особливо че- 
рез те, що він стався у місті Житомирі, де 
шанують українську армію», - повідомив 
нардеп. 

Окрім сухих пайків та консервів 
на кухні коледжу активісти знайшли 
великі намети. На них не було штампів 
Міністерстза оборони. 

«Звідки взялися ці намети і чому вони 
лежать на кухні - загадка. Можемо теж 
припустити, що вони приїхали з якогось 
полігону... Це просто кричущий випадок. 
На сході України йде війна, нашим хлоп- 
цям не вистачає харчування, підтримки 
від Міноборони, а тут стоять коробки зі 
штампом «Власність Міністерства обо- 
рони» і ці продукти просто продаються. 
Поки не зовсім зрозуміло, як воно тут 
все з'явилося, але правоохоронці мають 
розібратися. Але я розумію так: якщо на 
коробках написано, що вони належать 
Міноборони, то, очевидно, що придбали 
їх не у виробника», - говорить громадсь- 
кий активіст Костянтин Суський. 

Варто також зазначити, що на 
фасаді Житомирського  торговельно- 
економічного коледжу, де виявили точку 
продажу сухпайків, нещодавно встанови- 
ли дошку пам'яті загиблому десантнику 
90-го батальйону Олегу Чернишу. Коман- 
дир загиблого героя Володимир Красота, 
який теж був присутнім на місці події, теж 
надзвичайно обурений такою знахідкою. 
Про це він сказав у відеозверненні на 
своїй сторінці у Facebook. 


We would like to extend our warmest 
greetings of the holiday season. — 


Thank you to our members, supporters and 
volunteers for your loyal dedication to the Institute. ~~ 
Your generosity allows us to promote and foster 
our Ukrainian heritage and culture. 


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Веселих Bam свят! ~ 


St. Viadimir Institute 


620 Spadina Avenue, Toronto, Ontario 


www.stviadimir.ca 416. 923. 3318 М 
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Вперше судять високопосадовця 


штабу АТО через 


Юлія Рацибарська, Радіо Свобода 

У Павлоградському міському район- 
ному суді на Дніпропетровщині розпо- 
чався безпрецедентний судовий процес 
- у справі про загибель 49 українських 
військовослужбовців у літаку In-76, 
збитому сепаратистами 14 червня 2014 
року, судять високопосадовця штабу 
АТО, На лаві підсудних один військовий 
- генерал-майор Віктор Назаров, який 
на момент трагедії очолював штаб 
антитерористичної операції. Йому ви- 
сунули обвинувачення в службовому 
недбальстві, що призвело до тяжких 
наслідків. Родичі й близькі загиблих 
бійців сподіваються на швидке завершен- 
ня процесу й об'єктивний судовий вер- 
дикт; однак перше судове засідання пока- 
зало, що процес затягнеться. 

Аби взяти участь у першому судовому 
засіданні, десятки родичів загиблих у зби- 
тому літаку Іл-76 українських військових 
спеціально з винайняли транспорт i 
приїхали до Павлограда. Хоча більшість 
родин мешкає в  Дніпропетровській 
області й зручніше було б діставатись до 
обласного центру, суд призначили в шах- 
тарському містечку на сході області. 

Сестра одного з загиблих десантників 
Іллі Гайдука Іляна Віскалікана каже: про- 
блеми з транспортом не зупинять бажан- 
ня родичів стежити за перебігом процесу, 
якого вони чекали півтора року. Дівчина 
зазначає: родичі полеглих солдатів 
ознайомилися з матеріалами слідства, які 
налічують понад 20 томів, і впевнені, що 
на лаві підсудних саме той високопоса- 
довець, який надав наказ вилітати з бази 
в район Луганського аєропорту, вже за- 
хопленого озброєними сепаратистами, 
не подбавши про належне прикриття для 
вильоту. Родичка загиблого зазначає: усі 
сім'ї сподіваються на справедливий суд. 
Вона також зауважує: зустріч з президен- 
том Петром Порошенком, якої. домага- 
лись рідні, поки так і не відбулась; а вони 
планували поставити кілька важливих 
запитань, зокрема про нагороди обвину- 
ваченого генерала, які той отримав вже 
після трагедії з літаком. 

«У нас був доступ до вивчення 
матеріалів справи. Я приходила вивча- 
ти і впевнилась у тому, що саме Назаров 
відповідальний за цю трагедію. Зараз 
ми вимагаємо для нього тримання під 
вартою. Ми подавали позови на мораль- 
не відшкодування, вони всі долучені до 
справи. Майже всі родини написали такі 
заяви, там фігурують цифри від 500 ти- 
сяч до мільйона. У нас є ще запитання до 
президента України, він не відреагував 
на наші відкриті листи й звернення. Нас 
цікавить, за що нагороджений Назаров 
орденом Богдана Хмельницького? Це ста- 
лось вже після загибелі солдатів. Така ж 
нагорода, яку отримали наші хлопці по- 
смертно», - сказала в інтерв'ю Радіо Сво- 
бода сестра загиблого десантника. 

Частина рідних загиблих впевнена: 
відповісти за трагедію має не один ви- 
сокопосадовець, який потрапив на лаву 
підсудних. Мама загиблого бійця 25-ї 
бригади Валентина вважає: вище ко- 
мандування Генштабу і Служби безпеки 
України знало про те, що в Лугансько- 
му аеропорту неможливо забезпечити 
півторакілометрову смугу безпечного 
приземлення, і все одно відправило борт. 

«Моя думка така, що один генерал не 
міг ухвалити таке рішення, був хтось іще, 
хто стояв вище», - каже жінка. 


загибель солдатів 


На судовому засіданні у четвер захист 
Віктора Назарова заявив про недоліки в 
роботі слідства та, посилаючись на те, що 
підсудний ознайомився лише з 25 томами 
справи із 27, зажадав від суду повернути 
обвинувальний акт до прокуратури. 

Сам високопосадовець Віктор Наза- 
ров подав клопотання про відведення 
прокурора, який, за його словами, буду- 
чи представником Генпрокуратури, був 
задіяний у слідстві. Він також заявив, що 
обвинувальний акт проти себе вважає 
необгрунтованим і документ необхідно 
повернути до прокуратури. 

«На наше переконання, як підозра, яка 
була мені пред'явлена рік тому і не була 
конкретною, так і слідству за рік не ви- 
стачило ні часу, ні можливостей, мабуть, і 
розуміння, тому й обвинувальний акт та- 
кож є неконкретним. В обвинувальному 
акті відсутня конкретність обвинувачен- 
ня, яке мені закидають. І це є порушенням 
права на захист», - зазначив він. 

Віктор Назаров також підтвердив, що 
досі не ознайомився з новими двома то- 
мами, які були додані до кримінального 
провадження, про їхній зміст дізнався 
лише зі слів свого адвоката. 

Представник потерпілих у суді Віталій 
Погосян - один із тих, хто захищає інтереси 
родин загиблих військових - каже: сторона 
захисту підсудного обрала тактику затягу- 
вання процесу. За його словами, суд, що 
розпочався у Павлограді, справді безпре- 
цедентний - за загибель солдатів вперше 
в Україні відповідатиме військовий такого 
високого рангу, однак коли цей суд завер- 
шиться, прогнозувати зарано. Захисник 
припускає: у справі можуть з'явитись і нові 
обвинувачені, й нові матеріали. 

«У суді ми як захисники домагатиме- 
мось того, щоб було винесене рішення в 
інтересах людей, які постраждали від дій 
військового керівництва, яке не гаранту- 
Bano безпеку польоту Іл-76. Ці посадовці 
мають бути притягнуті до кримінальної 
відповідальності, аби інші військові на- 
чальники зробили висновки, як треба ста- 
витись до службових обов'язків, як треба 
ставитись до відповідальності за життя та 
здоров'я людей. Наразі на лаві підсудних 
— одна людина, але скільки буде в подаль- 
шому, я сказати не можу. Схоже на те, що 
треба буде притягати ще когось. Не може 
відповідати одна людина за все, є служ- 
би, які відповідають за безпеку польотів. 
Боюсь, що сторона захисту буде затягу- 
вати час. Їх зрозуміти можна, адже я сам 
адвокат. Але з іншого боку, це зрозуміти 
не можна - за трагедію півторарічної дав- 
нини досі ніхто не покараний», - сказав 
Радіо Свобода Віталій Погосян. 

Між THM родичі загиблих бійців 
сподіваються, що перший в Україні суд 
за фактом масової загибелі військових 
у зоні АТО дасть старт іншим судовим 
процесам - щодо «Іловайського котла», 
«Дебальцівської трагедії» тощо. 

14 червня 2014 року поблизу aepo- 
порту Луганська з переносного зенітно- 
ракетного комплексу було уражено літак 
Іл-76 МД. Він загорівся та впав. На його 
борту перебували 40 військовослужбовців 
25-ї | Дніпропетровської  парашутно- 
десантної бригади та 9 членів екіпажу. Усі 
загинули. Першому заступнику керівника 
Головного оперативного управління Ге- 
нерального штабу Збройних сил України 
Віктору Назарову оголосили про підозру 
в  недбалому ставленні до служби, 
наслідком чого стала загибель військових. 


«Головним» з питань України у 
Пентагоні стала людина Байдена 


(Голос Америки) -Майкл Карпентер, 
який раніше обіймав посаду спеціального 
радника віце-президента США з питань 
Європи та Євразії, призначений заступ- 
ником міністра оборони США з питань 
Росії, України, Євразії, Західних Балкан 
та контролю за звичайними озброєннями. 
Про це повідомляє видання Foreign Policy. 

Карпентер заступив на посаді Евелін 
Фаркас, яка несподівано залишила по- 


саду у жовтні на тлі повідомлень про її 
особисту незгоду із офіційною позицією 
США у питанні озброєння України. 

Карпентер, який обіймав посаду радника 
Джозефа Байдена, добре поінформований 
про політику Білого дому щодо Росії та 
України. Карпентер також 12 років пропра- 
цював у Державному департаменті США, а 
також був директором з питань Росії у Раді 
нацбезпеки США. 


Ж. 
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Russia’s macho leader exposed 


True confessions from Vovochka, Putin’s best friend and confidant 


Review by Michael Johnson, The American Spectator 
Vovochka: The True Confessions of Vladimir Putin's 
Best Friend and Confidant; By Alexander J. Motyl 
(Anaphora Press, 150 pages. $20) 

This book is long overdue — a sendup of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, the macho horseman and judo 
master so often photographed with rippling pecs. The re- 
ality, says this comic novel, is quite the opposite. 

Author Alexander Мобу! casts his eye back to uni- 
versity days when “Vovochka” (a child-like form of 
“Vova,” the diminutive of "Міадітіг") dreamed of 
becoming a dancer at the Bolshoi or maybe an opera 
singer if that failed. His dance career fizzles because 
of flat feet. “It’s not the love of horses as such that 
leads him to mount them but the love of riding instead 
of walking,” we learn in a flashback to his youth. 

“His friends and colleagues, some of whom were 
his roommates in university, have testified that he 
often sang his favorite operatic arias while practicing 
pirouettes. That, they tell me, was a sight to behold!” 

Motyl, a writer, painter, Rutgers political science 
professor and keen analyst of Russia and Ukraine, 
here proves his sideline as a parodist by taking on the 
Russian leader under a thinly disguised pseudonym. 
His tongue-in-cheek disclaimer in the foreword insists 
that Vovochka as “absolutely nothing” in common 
with the real Putin. Any similarities are “purely inci- 
dental and accidental.” 

Motyl the artist also painted the cover illustration, 
depicting a Putinesque character in a skin-tight T-shirt 
like one might see on New York’s SoHo streets. 

І asked Мобу! in ап email exchange what prompted 
him to write such a funny book about such an unfunny 
man. “How can one not laugh at someone who takes 
himself so seriously,” Motyl replied, “someone who 


- preens and postures like Mussolini?” 


The book, Vovochka: The True Confessions of 
Vladimir Putin’s Best Friend and Confidant (Anaph- 
ora Literary Press), chronicles Vovochka’s life from 
East German KGB days to his assumption of power 
in the Kremlin. His trusted adviser and best-loved 
friend, also named Vovochka, narrates the tale as the 
president’s alter ego. 

Мобу! pulls off a fine-tuned parody by using hack- 
neyed Soviet language and blinkered thinking to re- 
count historic and possible future events. The results 
are hilarious and often revealing of how the old Soviet 
mindset lives on. Vovochka the adviser remembers 
the “terrorist dismantling of the Berlin Wall” in these 
terms: “Thousands of West German criminals and 
foreign thugs descended on that holy ground like.vul- 
tures (and)... roamed like packs of wild wolves along 
the grassy fields of what used to be the most peaceful 
place on Earth — No Man’s Land.” 


The subtext of the story has the two Vovochkas 
eyeing each other with homosexual leers. A sauna 
scene comes close to explicit: “We ate, we drank, we 
laughed, we cried — and we wrestled and practiced 
judo. Like two ancient Greeks, we smeared our bodies 
with oil and went at it.” (Exactly what “it” was, Motyl 
leaves to the reader’s imagination.) 

I asked Motyl what was going on between his 
two characters and how they relate to the Russian 
president. “The real-life machismo and homophobia 
are so excessive,” he said, “that it’s hard not to suspect 
that there’s more than meets the eye.” 

Мобу! finds his voice most effectively when dealing 
with the problems of Russia’s immediate neighbors. 
“T am tired of these little trash nations, as the great 
Engels called them,” adviser Vovochka says. The two 
men are talking strategy one day when President Vo- 
vochka has an idea. “I think we should annex Narva (a 
major Estonian city on the Russian border),” he says. 
“The Estonians will be caught with their pants down, 
and the Europeans will pretend nothing happened.... 
Northeastern Estonia could be ours in a matter of 
hours.” 

Adviser Vovochka replies: “Interesting. Definitely 
something to think about.” 

The logic continues. If Western powers can inter- 
vene in Africa to evacuate their own, “we can inter- 
vene in Ukraine, Belarus and Georgia to save Rus- 
sians. Simple and neat.” 

“But what if they fight back?” 

The president explains: “Then we will crush them 
like cockroaches.” 

Мобу! saves his most acid language for adviser Vo- 
vochka’s view of Ukrainians: “The people are back- 
ward. They smell of hay and horse manure.... With 
time, and with our relentless efforts to promote hu- 
manity, even this benighted area of the world will re- 
join the civilized Russian World.” 

The two Vovochkas speak privately about their most 
secret thoughts. “I’m not so sure fascism is quite the 
monster it is made out to be,” adviser Vovochka whis- 
pers to the' president. “What did Hitler and Mussolini 
want, after all? A strong state and a strong nation. Who 
can object? Their mistake was to start a war.” 

President Vovochka corrects him. “Their mistake 
was to lose a war,” he says. The term “fascism” re- 
mains controversial, the president observes. “I think it 
is best to avoid using it while simultaneously introdu- 
cing all its features into practice.” 

Motyl’s story succeeds on two levels: it overlays 
actual events with a slightly skewed fictional story, 
and it exploits the bombast of Russian officialdom by 
pretending to take it seriously. The result is a parody 
in the great tradition of free expression. 


Shumka announces Presenting 
Sponsor for Clara’s Dream 


(Bottom Line)—Canada’s Ukrainian Shumka Dan- 
cers are pleased to announce Northgate Industries 
Ltd. — Sid and Nellie Braaksma of Edmonton, as the 
Presenting Sponsor of Shumka’s Clara’s Dream, Ed- 
monton’s Ukrainian Nutcracker. Longtime support- 
ers of Shumka, the Braaksmas have pledged a total 
of $225,000 over three years in support of the project. 
With $75,000 per year from 2015 to 2017, this dona- 
tion will allow Shumka to proceed with plans to make 
Clara’s Dream an annual Christmas presentation in 
Edmonton. This is the largest single donation in Shu- 
mka’s 56 year history. 

Said Shumka Executive Director Terry Mucha, “It 
has been our dream that Clara becomes a new Christ- 
mas tradition in the city. This generous three-year 
commitment to the production will make this more of 
areality. We are honoured and humbled by the support 
of Sid, Nellie and Northgate Industries.” 

In celebration of the Christmas season, Clara’s 
Dream takes to the stage of the Northem Alberta Jubi- 
lee Auditorium — December 29 & 30, 2015. (Decem- 
ber 29 at 7:30pm; December 30 at 2pm & 7:30pm.) 
Tickets are available now at Ticketmaster (www. 
ticketmaster.ca or 1-855-985-5000). 

Joining Shumka are guest artists from Edmon- 
ton’s Citie Ballet and Viter Ukrainian Folk Choir, and 


Ukraine’s Virsky and Kyiv Ballet companies. Not only 
is Clara’s Dream a luxurious production loved by all 
ages, backgrounds and ethnicities, it is a true “Edmonton 
Nutcracker.” Reflective of the city and its ethnic vitality, 
the production features ballet, folk dance, and character 
dance in a celebration of Tchaikovsky’s beloved Christ- 
mas classic. In addition to visiting artists, over 95 local 
cast and crew members are part of the presentation. 

Ukrainian Christmas traditions and symbols are 
woven into the lavish sets and costumes of this full- 
length production. In addition, this Nutcracker is 
the first to incorporate a Ukrainian Christmas carol, 
a grand orchestral and choral version of Shchedryk 
(Carol of the Bells), arranged by renowned Ukrainian 
composer Yuri Shevchenko. 

The key creative forces behind Clara’s Dream are 
Kyiv Ballet Resident Choreographer and long-time 
Shumka choreographer, Viktor Lytvynoy; award 
winning set and costume designer Maria Levitska of 
the National Opera of Ukraine (Kyiv Ballet) and re- 
nowned Ukrainian composer Yuri Shevchenko. 

Clara’s Dream Creative Producer is Shumka alum- 
nist Michael Sulyma. Artistic Consultants include 
Shumka Creative Director John Pichlyk, with new 
choreographic elements for the 2015 production add- 
ed by Citie Ballet Artistic Director Jorden Morris. 


Ukrainian News is now available at 
the following locations in Edmonton: 


Chateau Louis Hotel 

Continental Inn 

Meest - Edmonton 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian 

Catholic Church 

Servus Credit Union 

(Capilano Branch) 

Servus Credit Union (Delton Branch) 


We, at Ukrainian News, would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the many businesses and people who have supported 
us in so many ways throughout 2016 To our readers, donors, 
advertisers and contributing writers we offer our sincere 
thanks. May you all have a very Merry Christmas and be 


blessed with health and prosperity in the New Year. 


CHRIST IS BORN! 


Editor and Staff of Ukrainian News 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Усім нашим шановним читачам, 
жертводавцям, підприємцям які 

підтримують нас своїми оголо- 

шеннями та прихильникам пере- 

силаємо найщиріші побажання 
радісних свят Христового Різдва 

та кріпкого здоров я й успіхів в 

Новому Році. 
Видавець та працівники 
редакції «Українських Вістей» 


-« OMNI 


TELEVISION 


BE Sun at 7am, Tues at Sam, Thur at Tam 
Alberta КОНТАКТ -- San аї 11:30am 
Studie@kontakica 416.410.1155 1800 КОНТАКТ 


Dr, Marko В 51есі 
EYE on CULTURE 
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Веселих Свят Різдва Христового ma 
Щасливого Нового Року 


Українському народові в Діяспорі та 
Україні, українським Церквам, церковним, 
громадським і політичним організаціям 
- % Ta нашому членству і прихильникам 

бажають 


з Організації Українського 
а. Державницького Фронту при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


ателяйте столи. 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят та 
шасливого Нового Року! 
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Порошенко i Дуда: не 
домовились лише щодо футболу 


Ірина Стельмах 

У рамках свого першого офіційного візиту 
в Україну польський президент Анджей Дуда 
зустрівся з українськими високопосадовцями. 
Президенти двох країн після перемовин тет-а-тет 
домовилися, що Україна i Польща розвиватимуть 
співпрацю в галузі безпеки та оборони. Також, По- 
рошенко i Дуда обговорили питання санкцій проти 
Росії, надання кредиту, підтримку євроінтеграції 
та примирення щодо дражливих історичних пи- 
тань. Утім, візит польського очільника експерти 
вже назвали запізнілим та таким, що відбувся у 
дещо незручний для обох країн момент. 

43-річний виходець із опозиційної політсили 
«Право і справедливість» Анджей Дуда на посаді 
президента Польщі вже трохи більше трьох 
місяців. Під час свого першого офіційного візиту 
в Україну разом із дружиною Агатою Корнгаузер- 
Дуда він спершу заїхав на меморіальне кладовище 
у Биківні, де поховані жертви сталінських репресій, 
таким чином показавши, що питання українсько- 
польської історії для нього серед пріоритетних. 
Далі очільник Польщі присвятив час переговорам 
із Петром Порошенком. Останній урочисто зустрів 
польського колегу на ганку своєї адміністрації, а 
опісля - усамітнився з ним для розмови тет-а-тет. 

«Планування та створення доброго майбутньо- 
го та теплих українських відносин повинне та- 
кож опиратися на історичну правду, навіть якщо 
ця правда болюча, але все одно ми повинні на неї 
опиратися, щоб перебороти усі історичні стерео- 
типи, які існують у відносинах між нашими на- 
родами. Несправедливість, яка існувала в двад- 
цятому столітті... не повинна кидати тінь на наші 
відносини», - зазначив Дуда. 

«Історія добре нас навчила, що коли сваряться 
українці і поляки, вигоду отримує хтось третій. Ми 
цього, впевнений, не допустимо. І наш підхід буде 
дуже відповідальним», - відповів йому Порошен- 
ко. і 

Серед обговорюваних питань була і тема продо- 
вження санкцій щодо Росії, а також врегулювання 
ситуації на Донбасі. Раніше Анджей Дуда заявляв, 
що Польща та інші сусіди України повинні бути 
залучені до «нормандського формату», чим ви- 
кликав неабияку увагу та хвилю критики на свою 
адресу. Сьогодні ж на уточнювальне запитання 
журналістів, він відповів запевненням, що Польща 
в переговори не втручатиметься. 

«Ми будемо спостерігачем, але не пасивним. 
Ми відкриті для всіх дій для встановлення трива- 
лого миру в Україні. Але повторююся, що ми не 
втручаємося i не хочемо втручатися в роботу нор- 
мандського формату. Ми підтримуємо цю роботу», 
- наголосив він. 

Йшлося і про питання участі України в наступно- 
му саміті НАТО. Дуда сказав, що Польща виступає 
за те, щоб Україна була на ньому присутня. 

«Польща буде господарем саміту НАТО у 2016 
році і я б дуже хотів, щоб Україна була присутня 
на цьому форумі, щоб її присутність була одно- 
значна. I я вважаю, що це істотне питання з точ- 
ки зору не лише-польсько-українських відносин, 
а також позиції України в сфері безпеки в нашій 
частині світу. І тому я буду старатися, щоб місце 
для України при столі було», - пропонував Дуда. 

Порошенко у свою чергу зазначив, що польсько- 
литовсько-українська бригада є зразком співпраці 
українських військових із арміями НАТО. За сло- 
вами президента, на зустрічі з Дудою вони обго- 
ворили і можливу участь українських військових 
у навчаннях «Щит», які пройдуть на території 
Польщі наступного року. 

Крім того, стало відомо, що Польща допо- 
може українцям із експортом продукції до ЄС, 
проконсультує в питаннях децентралізації, а також, 
як і обіцяла, надасть Україні 100 мільйонів євро 
кредитної допомоги для прикордонних проектів. 
Під час переговорів Порошенко i Дуда досягну- 
ли домовленості і про надання Україні валютного 
«свопу». 

«Проведено переговори між головою 
Національного банку України і головою польсь- 
кого банку і досягнуті домовленості про відкриття 
кредитної лінії, свопу, на суму 4 мільярди злотих, 
або І мільярд євро», - повідомив Порошенко. 

Мова йде про валютну операцію за догово- 
ром, умови якого передбачають купівлю (продаж, 


обмін) іноземної валюти зі зворотним її продажем 
(купівлею, обміном) на певну дату в майбутньому 
з фіксацією умов цих операцій. 

Утім, не у всіх питаннях глави держав дійшли 
згоди. Наприкінці зустрічі Петро Порошенко по- 
жартував, що єдиним питанням, де вони з польсь- 
ким колегою не знайшли порозуміння, це те, хто 
вийде з групи Євро-2016 по футболу. 

«Матч між Україною та Польщею відбудеться 
21 червня 2016 року в Марселі. Нас чекає 
безкомпромісна, але чесна боротьба. Але я дуже 
радію, що це єдине питання, яке залишилося 
невирішеним між нами», — жартівливо казав По- 
рошенко. 

Коментуючи візит, українські експерти вже на- 
звали його дещо запізнілим. Народний депутат 
попередніх скликань Сергій Шевчук, який брав 
активну участь в українсько-польській асамблеї, 
крім того вважає, що для нього було обрано не 
відповідний момент. 

«Візит президента відбувається у не зовсім 
зручний момент ні для України, в зв'язку з 
тим, що не відомо, що буде з урядом, бюдже- 
том, із Податковим кодексом і так далі, ні для 
Польщі, адже там розгортається особливий 
скандал. Скандал, який пов'язаний з урядуван- 
ням партії «Право і справедливість» і публічним 
конфліктом із Мартіном Шульцем. 15 провідних 
політиків публічно виступили з заявою про- 
ти того, що робиться з Конституційним судом з 
боку теперішньої влади. (Наразі польські праві 
з «Права й справедливості», яких ще називають 
поміркованими євроскептиками, одноосібно керу- 
ють країною - ред.) Якби це було трішки раніше, 
а не восьмий за рахунком закордонний візит пре- 
зидента Польщі, тоді можливо ситуація була б на- 
багато кращою», - висловив свою оцінку Шевчук 
в ефірі Радіо Свобода. 

Натомість журналіст, експерт Інституту масової 
інформації Роман Кабачій, що активно дописує 
для польських ЗМІ, а також певний період про- 
жив у Польщі, запізнілість візиту Дуди пояснює 
необхідністю підготовки. 

«Анджей Дуда разом із Ярославом Качинсь- 
ким просто чекав перемоги на парламентських 
виборах їхньої політичної партії, щоб приїхати в 
Київ із багажем того, що за його спиною стоїть не 
лише президентське обрання, але й сила уряду. 
Дуді, як молодому політику, важливо було добре 
підготуватись, адже Україна не завжди проявляла 
охоту бачити Варшаву за рівноцінного партнера. 
Так чи інакше вони готувалися до серйозних роз- 
мов», - припускає він. 

Професор досліджень Східної Європи Вар- 
шавського університету Ян Малицький у коментарі 
польському інформагентству РАР заявив, що після 
приходу Дуди до влади двостороннім відносинам 
з Україною, як «героїчно-сентементальним» прий- 
шов кінець. Тепер вони стануть більш прагматич- 
ними. 

«Минув час, коли Україна могла абсолютно i 
автоматично розраховувати на позитивну реакцію 
Польщі в будь-якій справі... Приходить час міцних, 
твердих взаємин, які не виключають дружби і 
союзів, проте заснованих на принципі: ти щось 
даєш і чогось вимагаєш. Попередні українські 
уряди вважали, що у відносинах з Польщею мож- 
на не сумніватися, бо Польща i так завжди буде 
підтримувати Україну... Цей етап закінчився», — 
констатує він. 

А от колишній міністр закордонних справ 
України Володимир Огризко каже, що українсько- 
польські відносини й надалі мають базуватися на 
принципі, вперше проголошеному ще Юзефом 
Пілсудським на початку ХХ століття: «Без вільної 
України немає вільної Польщі». І причин для того, 
щоб щось в цьому підході змінилося сьогодні, 
немає, каже екс-міністр. 

Загалом же українсько-польські відносини заусю 
новітню історію розвивались динамічно й позитив- 
но. Польща завжди була адвокатом України у ЄС, 
підтримуючи там на усіх рівнях євроінтеграційні 
прагнення українців. Поляки одні з перших запро- 
вадили проти Росії економічні санкції. Позиція 
щодо Криму була чіткою - це територія України. 
А апогеєм українсько-польського співробітництва, 
мабуть, стало успішне спільне проведення Євро- 
2012. 


Ukrainian Меуу5/Українські вісті, January 1 - 20, 1 - 20 Січня, 2016 


21 


Spanish prosecutors outline Putin’s links to organized crime 


By Viktor Rezunkoy 
and Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—Suspicions of con- 
nections with organized crime have 
dogged Vladimir Putin since his 
stint in the St. Petersburg mayor’s 
office in the early 1990s. 

The accusations have gained 
new momentum in recent weeks 
with two important developments. 
On December 1, opposition pol- 
itician and anticorruption cam- 
paigner Aleksei Navalny released a 
film expose on Prosecutor-General 
Yury Chaika and his sons, outlining 
circumstantial evidence of ties to 
organized crime and abuse of the 
prosecutor’s office for financial 
gain. Я 

The біт has garnered more than 
3.5 million views and it is becom- 
ing increasingly hard for the Krem- 
lin to ignore, despite the fact that 
Chaika is part of Putin’s closest in- 
ner circle. 

In November, the journal New 
Times published a summary of the 
findings of a Spanish probe into 
Russian organized crime that in- 
cludes claims reaching all the way 
to Putin himself. The nongovern- 
mental Open Russia organization 
later published the entire, more 
than 400-page Spanish prosecu- 
tor’s report in Russian. The report 
was submitted in May and a copy 
reached the media in June. 

The Spanish report centers on 
Gennady Petrov, who is believed 
to be the head of a prominent ring 
known as the Tambov organized- 
crime group, and illuminates his 
alleged ties to Putin and members 
of Putin’s inner circle that stretch 
back to their days in St. Petersburg. 
Petrov got his start as a co-owner 
of the Bank Rossia in 1998-99, 
together with close Putin friends 
Nikolai Shamaloy, Viktor My- 
achin, and Yury Kovalchuk. All 
three were founding members of 
the Ozero collective, which was 
formed in 1996 and included Putin. 

“The criminal organization head- 
ed by Petroy managed to achieve a 
clear penetration of the state struc- 
tures of his country, not only with 
the lawmaker [Vladislav] Reznik 
but with several ministers,” the re- 
port says. 

The Spanish report includes 
transcripts of alleged telephone 
calls between Petrov and other 
organized-crime suspects in Spain 
and officials and businesspeople in 
Russia. 

“From this report, it emerges 
that it was not Vladimir Putin who 
placed many people. in leading 
[government] positions, but ban- 
dits who were directly connected 
to the Tambov criminal group,” 
said Andrei Zykovy, a retired law- 
enforcement lieutenant colonel and 
a former senior investigator for the 
Northwest Federal District branch 
of the Investigative Committee 
who specialized in corruption and 
serious economic crimes. The dis- 
trict includes St. Petersburg. 

“For example, in 2007 Aleksandr 
Bastrykin was named head of the 
Investigative Committee. Gennady 
Petrov and other members of the 
gang just call him Sasha,” Zykov 
told RFE/RL — referring to a short 
name for Aleksandr that implies a 
close relationship . “They are con- 

stantly on the phone with him. "5а- 
sha’ himself calls Gennady Petrov 
and thanks not President Putin, but 
Gennady Petrov for the fact that he 
was appointed chairman of the In- 


vestigative Committee.” 

“Tf such important posts are oc- 
cupied by people appointed by a 
criminal group and not President 
Putin, then it is definitely not clear 
what is the ‘tail’ and what is the 
‘dog’ in this situation,” Zykoy con- 
cluded. “Who is really running our 
government?” 

Хукоу said the Spanish pros- 
ecutors documented 78 telephone 
conversations between Petrov and 
Nikolai Auloy, a senior Russian 
law-enforcement official who is 
now the head of the Interior Min- 
istry branch in the Central Federal 
District. Of those, 74 were initiated 
by Aulov himself. 

“Gennady Petrov gives orders 
to General Nikolai Aulov, and he 
reports back to Gennady Petrov,” 
Zykov said. 

Реїгоу was arrested during а raid 
on his villa in Majorca in 2008 in 
a sweep that also netted 20 other 
suspected members of the Span- 
ish branch of the Tamboy gang. 
However, he was later allowed to 
travel to Russia and has been living 
peacefully in St. Petersburg ever 
since. 

“Today the main figures in the 
Spanish report are living in Rus- 
sia without any problems,” Zykov 
said. “And they are doing fine.” 

He said that Petrov lives in a 
building in which apartments are 
also owned by presidential aide 
Vladimir Kozhin and a pair of 
brothers who were both members 
of the Ozero collective — former 
Russian Education Minister Andrei 
Fursenko and his brother Sergei 
Fursenko, a businessman and of- 
ficial at state-controlled gas giant 
Gazprom. 

Spanish prosecutors allege that 
Petroy and 26 other suspects, in- 
cluding some Spanish citizens, cre- 
ated a network of companies and 
other structures in Spain beginning 
in the mid-1990s through which 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
were allegedly laundered and other 
criminal activities — including 
drugs and arms smuggling — were 
carried out. 

One of the suspects named in 
the report is Vladislav Reznik, a 
State Duma deputy from the rul- 


ing United Russia party and deputy 
chairman of the Finance Commit- 
tee in the lower parliament house. 
He is from St. Petersburg as well, 
and in 1989-90 he served as dep- 
uty chairman of Bank Rossia. He is 
also the head of the Rus insurance 
company, which was a founding 
partner of the bank, together with 
the Leningrad Oblast branch of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union. Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev worked for Reznik at 
Rus in the mid-1990s. 

Zykov said the Spanish report 
makes a strong case that Bank Ros- 
sia was largely a mechanism for 
funneling money from the Soviet 
Communist Party to criminals and 
figures connected with the Ozero 
collective. 

"Ме Reznik is tied to this bank,” 
Zykoy said. “Not long before the 


events of 1991 [the collapse of 
the Soviet Union], large sums of 
money were poured into that bank 
— about 500 million rubles. The 
Spanish investigators draw atten- 
tion to the idea that it is completely 
possible that Gennady Petroy is 
living on the money of the Soviet 
Communist Party. It turns out that 
all these years we’ve been look- 
ing for the Communist Party’s 
money and we didn’t notice Bank 
Rossia right in front of our noses. 
And those people who privatized 
that bank took loans from that very 
bank in order to buy the shares in 
that bank. That bank was de facto 
stolen from the state. Its money 
ended up in the hands of a criminal 
organization.” 

The Ozero group included eight 
people: seven businessmen with 
scientific or engineering back- 


grounds and Putin, a political fig- 
ure with a legal education and a 
background in the KGB. 

“The dawn of the activity of the 
so-called Tamboy group came with 
the administration of [St. Peters- 
burg Mayor] Anatoly Sobchak and 
his deputy, Vladimir Putin,” Zykov 
said. 

“[St. Petersburg journalist] — 
Nikolai Andrushchenko remem- 
bered how at the beginning of 
perestroika, Anatoly Sobchak was 
considered an irreproachable lib- 
eral professor,” Zykoy said. “But 
after he got close to Vladimir Putin 
and Viktor Zolotoy [a former Sob- 
chak bodyguard who is now head 
of the Interior Ministry’s internal 
forces], Anatoly Sobchak changed. 
He developed a taste for the luxuri- 
ous life, He began to make bargains 
with his conscience.” 
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Ukrainian refugees say Russia not so welcoming anymore 


By Svitlana Prokopyeva 
and Tony Wesolowsky 

(RFE/RL)—Svitlana Moroz, her 
two sons, and her elderly mother 
have lived in the spartan Sport ho- 
tel in Pskov, in western Russia, for 
nearly a year and a half now. 

But they and hundreds more like 
them who fled the fighting at home 
_in eastern Ukraine could soon be 
~ out on the streets after Moscow in 
November adopted tougher new 
tules for the refugees. 

In the past, those fleeing the con- 
flict in Ukraine’s Donbas region 
could live in so-called temporary 
accommodation points (TAP) — 
mostly rundown hotels like the 
Sport — for as long as it took them 
to get back on their feet. Now, as of 
November 1, those stays in TAPs 
will be limited to 60 days, as will 
daily allowances. 

Russian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin had made a point of warmly 


~ welcoming Ukrainian refugees in 


large part to demonstrate Kremlin 
concer at the plight of Russian 
speakers, who Moscow claimed 
were suffering persecution under 
the new authorities in Ukraine. 

But Moscow is іп а less generous 
mood these days, as the Russian 
economy sags under the weight 
of depressed global oil prices and 
international sanctions over Rus- 
sian actions in Ukraine, including 
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the forced annexation of Crimea 
and alleged support for armed sep- 
aratists. 

And the refugees are becoming 
a drag on Russia’s federal budget. 
According to official data, 16,418 
Uksainian citizens who fled the 
conflict are still living in tempor- 
ary housing in Russia. Quick math 
suggests that Moscow is spending 
nearly 400 million rubles ($5.7 
million) a month to house them, 
not a paltry sum. Every refugee is 
also entitled to 800 rubles ($11.34) 
a day as a subsistence allowance. 

The Sport hotel, which arguably 
saw its best days back in the 1980s, 
has accommodated 326 east- 
em Ukrainians since the conflict 
erupted in early 2014. Today, most 
have moved on, with many finding 
jobs elsewhere in Russia and some 
having even returned to the Don- 
bas. Twenty-three people remain, 
however, including Moroz and her 
family. 

She tells RFE/RL’s Russian Ser- 
vice that she and her family fled their 
hometown of Makiivka in the Don- 
etsk region in June 2014 after fight- 
ing between pro-Russian separatists 
and Ukrainian forces intensified. 
Moroz says they were lucky, get- 
ting out just before their apartment 
block was hit by artillery fire. She 
saw some of the aftermath in photos 
posted on social media, she says. 


Moroz says that aside from her 
apartment, she left behind two sis- 
ters — though her son interrupts to 
add a couch to the list. She laughs, 
acknowledging that furniture is in 
short supply in their room. 

But Moroz says her concerns 
have mounted since being in- 
formed in November by local au- 
thorities that her refugee status was 
not renewed and she and her family 
would have to vacate the hotel. 

Moroz came to Russia with the 
hope of becoming a Russian citizen. 

Her mother, Irina Сегтапоупа, 
was born in Russia, in the city of 
Kostroma, some 350 kilometers 
northeast of Moscow. She moved to 
Ukraine when she was 19, follow- 
ing her husband, who served in the 
Soviet military and was sent there to 
serve. Germanoyna was looking to 
“reclaim” her lost Russian citizen- 
ship, which would entitle her to dis- 
ability benefits and a pension. 

“We thought everything would go 
quickly after they told us, "Еуегу- 
thing will be sped up, and you will 
become citizens of Russia in six 
months,” Moroz recounts. “As a 
result, I went and submitted all the 
required documents but was told I 
needed to be locally registered for 
three years. How are we supposed to 
get that?” she asks incredulously. 

Moroz’s older son, Danil, has nei- 
ther a Russian nor a Ukrainian pass- 
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port, since he arrived in Pskoy just 
as he was turning 16, normally the 
age when passports are issued. She 
is worried he will be unable to con- 
tinue his studies after the ninth grade 
or find a job. However, she says that 
local officials have promised to issue 
him some type of document. 

“If only they would issue the 
documents, we would already be...” 
says Germanoyna, her voice fading. 

Documents are the biggest bane 
of the refugees, the crucial key to 
Opening opportunities to employ- 
ment, housing, and benefits. Many 
refugees complain that if only they 
didn’t need them, they could find 
housing and work much more easily. 

Yevhenia Bogatyr and her hus- 
band and three children considered 
heading back to their home in the 
Popasna district in the Luhansk 
region of eastern Ukraine during a 
lull in the fighting but abandoned 
those plans for good when hostil- 
ities erupted again. They were told 
at the end of November, however, 
that they would have to vacate the 
Sport hotel. Their home district was 
not listed by the Russian govern- 
ment as “dangerous territory,” and 
therefore they were no longer en- 
titled to temporary refugee status. 

«І cried,” says Yevhenia. But lo- 
cal authorities came to her family’s 
rescue, finding a “sponsor” who 
agreed to pay for their housing 
until the end of the school year. 

If the conflict in eastern Ukraine 
doesn’t end by then, she says they 
and other families facing eviction 
in the Sport hotel will have only 
one choice — head to Smuravyevo, 
site of a former Russian air base in 
Pskov Oblast. 

There are 120 empty apartments 
in Smuravyevo, and local author- 
ities are eager to see them rented 
out and the refugees in the Sport 
are being urged to go there. 

After the military personnel left 


the town years ago, about 500 people 
remained. The former Soviet-era 
“Culture House” is abandoned, many 
of its windows smashed. Abandoned 
barracks are scattered among the 
gloomy apartment blocks. Grass and 
weeds sprout through the sidewalks, 
a sign of years of neglect. Living 
here requires courage or desperation. 

Yulia and her husband and two 
children have been living in a 
three-room apartment in Smuray- 
yevo for about a year. Speaking to 
RFE/RL, Yulia says they are more 
or less content. They had to do 
some repair work to the bathroom, 
but all the apartments here are in 
need of work. The local school is 
good. Neighbors are friendly. And 
her husband found work at the lum- 
ber mill some 20 kilometers away. 

After the frequent shelling back 
home, for all its faults, Smuray- 
yevo can almost look like paradise. 

But for Svitlana Moroz, her 
mother, and other refugees from 
eastern Ukraine, it’s a far cry from 
the hopes they once placed in Rus- 
sia and, in particular, in Putin. 

Moroz says she and her mother 
voted in May 2014 in the refer- 
endum in eastern Ukraine, not so 
much to voice their support for the 
self-declared, separatist-run “Don- 
etsk People’s Republic,” but for 
something else. 

“We took part in the referendum 
and voted with the hope that Putin 
would take us in, as he did with 
Crimea. We basically were voting 
for Putin,” Moroz says, hoping 
that, like Crimea, Russia would 
swallow up the Donbas as well. 

Asked if she now thinks Putin 

has abandoned them, Moroz says 
bitterly but slightly unconvincing- 
ly: “No.” 
Written and translated by RFE/RL 
correspondent Tony Wesolowsky in 
Prague based on reporting by Svit- 
lana Prokopyeva in Pskov 


Brussels recommends 
visa-free travel for Ukraine 


By Rikard Jozwiak 

(RFE/RL)—European Commis- 
sion head Jean-Claude Juncker said 
on December 18 that the European 
Union should offer visa-free short- 
stay travel within the Schengen 
zone for citizens of Ukraine, Geor- 
gia, and Kosovo — all three locked 
in bitter disputes with Russia. 

Speaking after an EU summit in 
Brussels, Juncker said the commis- 
sion “took a positive position on the 
liberalization of visas” and proposed 
to “EU leaders that they take rapid 
decisions on visa liberalization for 
the three countries,” he said. 

If approved by EU member 
states and the European Parlia- 
ment, citizens could travel to the 
EU without visas as soon as 2016. 

The commission said Georgia 
and Ukraine met all the conditions 
for visa-free travel, but it made 


visa liberalization for Kosovo con- 
ditional on Pristina satisfying eight 
specific points aimed at reigning in 
corruption and crime. 

Sources in Brussels say that 
while the European Parliament will 
vote in favor of visa- ree travel for 
the countries, it might prove dif 
ficult to gain approval from some 
member states — especially re- 
garding Ukraine. 

In Germany, there are concerns 
that visa liberalization could in- 
crease migratory flows into the EU. 

The commission’s reports re- 
garding Ukraine and Georgia were 
released on December 16 after 
Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko, EU Council President 
Donald Tusk, and EU Commission 
President Jean-Claude Juncker met 
in Brussels to iron out remaining 
differences. 


Savchenko goes on hunger 
strike as detention is extended 


(RFE/RL)}—Ukrainian military 
pilot Nadia Savchenko, who is in 
detention in Russia after being ac- 
cused of involvement in the death 
of two Russian journalists, has 
gone on a hunger strike. 

A Savchenko lawyer, Nikolai 
Polzoy, said in a tweet that the de- 
tainee announced the hunger strike 
in a Donetsk city court in Russia’s 
Rostov region on December 17. 


“Nadia Savchenko has gone on 
a hunger strike until the end of the 
trial,” Polzov said, adding that she 
will begin a “dry” hunger strike 
when she is sentenced, meaning 
that she will refuse both food and 
water. “She demands to be re- 
leased,” he said. 

Polzoy said the court also agreed 
with a prosecutor’s request to ex- 
tend her detention until April 16. 
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Ukraine jumps into stolen Dutch paintings mystery 


By Pete Baumgartner 

(RFE/RL)—The apparent те- 
surfacing of dozens of stolen Dutch 
masterpieces and other artifacts in 
war-torn eastern Ukraine has Kyiv 
scrambling to track down the works 
and avoid a PR disaster ahead of a 
crucial vote on deeper relations 
with the European Union. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Pavlo Klimkin has announced an 
investigation into the missing 17th- 
and 18th-century paintings 
which were heisted from a Dutch 
gallery a decade ago and are now 
reportedly at a villa in the Donbas 
region, where pro-Russian separa- 
tists are fighting Ukrainian forces 
— ina case that he said was “very 
important” for both countries. 

Klimkin said a failure to return 
the paintings could play into the 
hands of “those who are trying to 
spoil the image of Ukraine” ahead 
of an April 6 referendum in the 
Netherlands seeking approval for 
Ukraine’s Association Agreement 
with the EU. 

Klimkin added that the Dutch 
government also raised the issue of 
the missing paintings with Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko during a 
November 26 visit to The Hague. 

The Dutch vote is the final ap- 
proval needed for the political and 
economic agreement — which 
will establish a free-trade zone and 
could lead to visa-free travel for 
Ukrainians — to go into effect. 

Although the poll is not binding, 
the Association Agreement cannot 
be formally approved by the Dutch 
government until the referendum 
is held — and a “no” vote could 
cause the government to reconsider 
the pact. 

The agreement — which Ukrain- 


ian President Viktor Yanukovych 


rebuffed just months before he was 
ousted in 2014, and over which 
Russia has threatened to levy sanc- 
tions — has been approved by the 
EU’s other 27 members. 

Snatched by two burglars in a 
high-tech theft from the Westfries 
Museum in the Dutch city of Hoorn 
in January 2005, nothing was heard 
about the 24 paintings and some 70 
antique silver and ceramic pieces 
until January 2014, when a photo- 
graph of one of them appeared on 
a Ukrainian-language web forum 
with a dated newspaper next to it. 

But the museum’s hopes of re- 
covering the trove of artifacts were 
dashed when police and cyber- 
sleuths were unable to determine 
who had posted the photo or why. 

There were no further leads in 
the case until July of this year, 
when two Ukrainians contacted the 
Dutch Embassy in Kyiv and told 
them they had located the paintings 
in a villa belonging to a member of 
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Yanukovych’s “entourage” in terri- 
tory controlled by pro-Russian sep- 
aratists in the Donetsk region. 

Museum officials say the two 
men — who claimed to represent 
the ultranationalist Organization of 
Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) mil- 
itia — asked for 50 million euros 
($55 million) and no involvement 
from the Ukrainian authorities in 
exchange for the stolen art. 

One of the men, Borys Hu- 
menyuk, told RFE/RL’s Ukzain- 
ian Service that he was labeled a 
“hero” during the meeting with the 
Dutch Embassy officials for com- 
ing forward with news about the 
paintings. 

ЧТ said, ‘OK...I have this infor- 
mation and you can deal with it any 
way you want,” Humenyuk said. 
“They were very grateful for that 
information — they told me I’m a 
hero to the Dutch and that I did a 
great thing.” 

He said he never asked for 
money when he met the Dutch Em- 
bassy officials. 

“Tf that was the case, then I don’t 
know why we didn’t come to some 
kind of an agreement [to return the 
stolen paintings],” Ad Geerdink, 
director of the Westfries Museum, 
told RFE/RL when asked about 
Humenyuk’s claim of not seeking 
tens of millions of euros. 

“We offered them 50,000 euros 
as а ‘finder’s fee’ — and as a token 
of our gratitude — but we refused 
to pay them money for our very 
own paintings,” he said. “We start- 
ed the talks with high hopes, but 
they had a very inflated idea about 
the actual value of the paintings.” 

Geerdink said the paintings have 
been valued by Dutch art expert 
Arthur Brand as worth about 1.3 
million euros ($1.43 million) — if 
they are in good condition. 

But based on the one paint- 
ing that they saw in the photo, 
Geerdink said, the condition of the 
masterpieces has deteriorated sig- 
nificantly and they would have to 
undergo extensive restoration. 

Geerdink added that the Dutch 
side was told that members of the 
Ukrainian group that claimed to 
know where all 24 of the paintings 
were, the OUN, would have to risk 
their lives to recover them from the 
villa. 

Humenyuk said he also met with 
art expert Brand — who had been 
tabbed by the Westfries Museum 
to try to negotiate the return of the 
paintings — and had agreed to pass 
information from the embassy on 
to those who knew where the paint- 
ings were. 

He said Brand later told him the 
paintings had to be returned by 
September 10 or else he would be 
“followed by Interpol.” 


Ukraine invites Netherlands 
to help search for stolen art 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s police chief invited the Netherlands to help find 
a trove of 17th century paintings that was stolen from a Dutch museum. 

Khatia Denakoidze told reporters December 10 that her office is wait- 
ing for an official request from Dutch prosecutors and that Ukraine wel- 
comes Dutch investigators to join the police hunt. 

The Westfries Museum in the northern town of Hoom said that 24 
Dutch Golden Age paintings snatched in a burglary in January 2005 had 
been found in a villa in a Ukrainian-controlled part of Donbas-and are 


being offered for sale. 


The museum said men from an Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists 
battalion fighting Russian-backed separatists showed the Dutch embassy 
a picture of one of the stolen works and demanded 50 million euros ($55 
million) for the painting’s return — a sum that they later reduced to 5 


million euros. 


The nationalist group denied holding the artworks and Ukraine’s chief 
prosecutor launched an investigation. 


View Of Oostereiland by Jan Claesz Rietschoof is one of the paintings 
that have resurfaced in eastern Ukraine. 


Humenyuk, who claimed to be a 
former OUN deputy commander, 
said he told an interpreter speaking 
for Brand that he had “nothing to 
do with the collection, I just want 
to help the Netherlands.” 

Brand said that Oleh Tyahnybok, 
head of the ultranationalist Svo- 
boda party, and Valentyn Nalyv- 
aychenko, the former head of the 
Ukzainian Security Service (SBU), 
were also involved in the affair and 
know who possesses the paintings. 

Nalyvaychenko called reports of 
his involvement in the stolen paint- 
ings “complete nonsense.” 

Tyahnybok’s spokeswoman, 
Krystyna Ravlyuk, was equally 
dismissive. “We have a question: 
How many kilograms of marijuana 
did the Russian secret services pay 
[the Dutch to get them] to distribute 
this nonsense?” she asked. “That is 
an absolute lie.” 

Tyahnybok mocked the Dutch 
charges on Facebook by showing a 
photo of his office wall where por- 
traits of Ukrainian ultranational- 
ist leader Stepan Bandera and two 
controversial OUN leaders from 
the World War II-era were hanging, 


writing that those were the only 
paintings he had: 

Back in Hoorn, officials told 
RFE/RL that the paintings’ value to 
the town went far beyond money. 

The missing masterpieces — al- 
most all of which were painted 
during what is known as Holland’s 
Golden Age, which produced paint- 
ers like Rembrandt, Vermeer, and 
Van Ruisdael — chronicle both the 
region and city of Hoorn when it was 
home to the Dutch East India Com- 
pany and was one of the world’s 
most prosperous trading centers. 

“The cultural and historical 
worth of the paintings is far more 
important” than the $1.43 mil- 
lion estimated value, Marieke van 
Leeuwen, spokeswoman for the 
city of Hoorn, told RFE/RL. “Most 
of the paintings are by painters who 
came from Hoorn or West Fries- 
land. Those paintings are irreplace- 
able.” 

Museum director Geerdink said 
the decision to go public with the 
story and discuss the latest de- 
velopments in Ukraine was due to 
concems that the stolen paintings 
were being shopped around on the 
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international market and that there 
were interested buyers. 

He said he hoped to scare away 
potential buyers by publicizing the 
fact that they are stolen. “The word 
spreads very fast [within the art- 
collecting community] when an art 
collector wants to buy 24 old Dutch 
masters,” Geerdink said of recent 
murmurs in the art world about 
possible purchases of the stolen 
paintings. 

Van Leeuwen said they had 
heard recently of possible buyers 
located in Kazakhstan, Ukraine, 
and Germany. 

“Once the paintings are sold into 
an illegal circuit and are distrib- 
uted all over the world, then they 
are gone forever,” said Geerdink, 
who said he was encouraged by 
the Ukrainian government’s recent 
vow to resolve the situation. 

He added that there should be no 
linkage made between the Hoorn 
paintings and the Ukrainian gov- 
егптпепі?5 attempts to gain pos- 
session of a collection of ancient 
Scythian gold objects that were 
loaned to an Amsterdam gallery by 
some Crimean museums that Kyiv 
does not want returned to the now 
Russian-occupied peninsula. 

That case is currently being con- 
tested in Dutch courts, and some 
observers are concerned Kyiv 
might want to hear a favorable ver- 
dict from a judge on the Scythian 
gold before the issue of the Dutch 
paintings is resolved. 

- “We realize our stolen paintings 
have become part of a very compli- 
cated situation in which the fight- 
ing in eastern Ukraine, [downed] 
Malaysian flight MH17, and the 
Scythian case may play a part in all 
of this,” Geerdink said. 

With reporting by Olena Removska 
and translating by Merhat Sharip- 
zhan and Maria Moiseieva 
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